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The wisest things are common- 

Commonplaces i 
places. The truest things are 
commonplaces. The things which the world most 


needs to hear are commonplaces. Not the one who 
says the most original thing, but he who says a com- 
monplace thing in such a manner that the world 
must listen, is the greatest teacher or preacher. 
Prophetic eloquence is the faculty of making dry 
bones live. He who can speak to men of the com- 
mon things of duty or righteousness with such ear- 
nestness that they take heed and consider, has had 
his lips touched with a coal from off the altar upon 
which glow the Ten Commandments and the Sermon 
on the Mount. : 
a. 

How differently do men walk ! 
One bends forward, another back- 
ward ; one steps firmly, another cautiously ; one is 
quick, and another slow. These differences are not 
altogether matters of muscular strength or weakness, 
or of nerve activity. A man’s steppings and atti- 
tudes depend a good deal on his eyesight. If he 
has ‘‘ progressive near-sight,’’ he is likely to show it 


Seeing and Walking 


in his mode of bodily progression. And one’s spir- 
itual gait depends chiefly. on his spiritual sight. If 
he sharply discerns the law of right and duty, it will 
tell upon his ‘‘ daily walk and conversation.’’ If he 
lives in intimate recognition of God’s countenance, 
his walk will be free, unwavering, upright, undaunted, 
full of grace. 
= 
How to Get More Faith is of value according to the 
Faith use made of it. It makes little 
difference whether a man has much faith or little, so 
long as he fails to put what he has into practice. 
Many a man says, ‘‘ If I only had more faith I could 
do more,’’ when the truth is that more faith would 
be only a hindrance to that man so long as he refuses 
to use the liftle that he has. His trouble is not with 
the smallness of his faith, but with his non-use of. it. 
Faith, even of the size of a grain of mustard-seed, 
will never furnish a tree to lodge the birds of the air 
in its branches, if it is kept wrapped up in a package. 
It must be planted in order to begin to grow. Un- 
less a man puts into practice his feeble faith, he will 
never have, nor would he ever have use for, any 
stronger faith. 
Z. 
Prejudices, which are from within, 
cause more poverty than calamities, 
which are from without. Many a man whose life 
has been undisturbed by physical disaster has been 
brought to destitution by prejudices, which are the 


Conquering 
Prejud‘ces 


thieves of mental and spiritual treasure, as procrasti- 
nation is the thief of time. We pity the feeble 
creature who has been prejudiced against apples by 
an untoothsome crab-apple ; but those who are by 
no means feeble-minded have been prejudiced against 
sentiment by sentimentality, 


emotionality. 


against emotion by 
And yet without sentiment one would 
not_be susceptible to noble or tender feeling ; with- 
out emotion thought would never be ‘‘in a glow.’’ 
He who conquers a prejudice enlarges his borders, 
and recovers many. stolen goods. 

= — 


Pairness Fairness is a duty. Unfairness is 

as to “Baptism” both wrong and unwise. There is 
no permanent gain in a course of unfairness. The 
Sunday School Times knows this, and tries to be fair 
in its treatment of questions about which men differ, 
especially in the field of denominational opinion and 
practice.. Of course, its views of fairness do not 
satisfy all; that could not be looked for. - Fairness 
may seem unfair to one who is prejudiced and partial. 
Some time ago, when the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times expressed himself on the side of his Baptist 
brethren as to Oriental usage in the matter of bap- 
tism, and as to the abundance of water in Jerusalem 
in the days of the apostles, he was taken to task by 
a Presbyterian clergyman at the South for allowing his 
’* to make him ‘‘ unfair toward 
And just now The Watchman, the 
leading Baptist paper in New England, charges The 
Sunday School Times with seeing to it that in all 
criticism as to ‘‘ the matter of baptism,’’ either ‘‘a 
discreet silence is observed, or the exposition is 
twisted so as to make against the Baptist position.’’ 
Concerning the lesson on ‘‘ The Ethiopian Convert,’’ 


‘* Baptist proclivities 
Presbyterians.’’ 


it finds fault with Dr. Riddle for saying that the 
New Testament account here ‘‘ suggests nothing as 
to the mode’’ of baptism. The Watchman asserts 
that this ‘‘ is simply puerile,’’ as ‘‘ Dr. Riddle knows, 
and The Sunday School Times knows, that the over- 
whelming preponderance of critical scholarship is in 
favor of the position that the original mode of bap- 
tism was immersion.’’ These very notes on the 
baptism of the Ethiopian convert, in their entirety, 
were submitted to a prominent Baptist divine before 
they were printed, and they seemed to him fair and 
proper. The Watchman, however, omits to state 
that, in the very next sentence of. his comments on 
that baptism, Dr. Riddle says that, as to its mode, 
‘‘immersion is probable.’’ Was it fair to omit that 
specific statement in charging Dr. Riddle-and The 
Sunday School Times with unfairness ? 


CH 


The Hopefulness of Jesus: 


NE of the most noticeable things in the life of 
Jesus is the way in which he continually hoped 
for a response to his appeal from the most unprom- 
ising. His contemporaries called him ‘‘a friend of 
publicans and sinners,’’ and the charge was true. 
He sought out the despised and degraded because 
they were the neediest, and because he refused to 
despair of winning them. The Gospels do not 
suggest that Jesus had any class feeling or class 
prejudice. The publican, as such, was not worth 
more in his sight than the Pharisee, but he was 
more accessible because more sensible of his need, 
and so, to the optimistic eye of Jesus, more likely 
to respond to his call. 

Accordingly, Jesus openly professed it to be his 
special concern to care for those for whom no one 
else cared. He taught that God did not estimate 
their worth as their more favored neighbors did; 
that, although ‘‘ lost,’’ they were not irrecoverable, 
In the parables of the fifteenth chapter of Luke he 
defended his procedure in seeking the outcast and 
lost. I must seek that which is lost, he said, just 
because it is lost, and all the more because it can 
be found and restored. The parable of the lost 
son elaborates this thought most impressively. The 
elder son is the conscientious, scrupulous Jew, who 
fulfils punctually his round of religious duty, taking 
great satisfaction in its completeness, and feeling a 
self-complaisant disdain for those who neglect or 
despise their religious obligations. The younger 
who -has thrown off all 
restraint, and given himself over to a life of sensuous 
indulgence. The father’s solicitude for the lost son 
is the divine love. Thus the justification of Jesus’ 
method is found alike in what God is and in what 
man is. The very fact that, the son is lost to his 
true life, yet not mrecoverably so, moves the heart 
of God to its deepest depths of pity. So con- 
trary to the common judgment of men is the divine 
estimate of even a moral outcast ! 
** worthless fellow ;’’ 
all the world. 

Jesus must have considered that, despite their 
sinfulness, there were still good impulses and ten- 


’ 


son is the typical ‘‘ sinner,’ 


To men he isa 
to God, he is worth more than 



















































































162 (2) 


dencies in men to which his truth and love could 
appeal, and might not appeal in vain. He there- 
fore sought to bring out some noble aspiration or 
action from the most unpromising persons, and was 
many times rewarded by remarkable responses. As 
he moved about among the plain people of Galilee, 
he saw in them the prospect of a rich spiritual har- 
vest, if only laborers could be had to reap it. 
insisted that those who seemed outwardly depraved 
were not, in all cases, worse than others, and often 
more susceptible than the self-righteous, who were 
gatisfied to remain as they were. When he wished 
to portray the nature and scope of neighbor love, he 
selected as the example of the man who illustrated 
it a Samaritan,—a man whom no Jew would have 
touched in the street for fear of defilement. Yeta 
Samaritan may prove himself a better illustration of 
neighborly love than a priest of religion. 

The way in which Jesus spoke of children shows 
that he did not take so dark and hopeless a view of 
human nature in general as the Christian world has 
sometimes taken. When he wished to illustrate the 
qualities which should characterize the members of 
his kingdom, he took a little child, and set him in 
the midst of his hearers, and’said : ‘‘ Except ye turn, 
and become as little children, ye shall in no wise 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.’’ In making the 
child-spirit of trustfulness and innocence the test of 
fitness for membership in his kingdom, he certainly 
takes a genial and hopeful view of child life, and, so 
far, of human nature before it has become defiled 
by wilful sin. 

There is every reasgn to believe that Jesus saw 
human nature just as it was, and still is, 
of good and evil. 
robber. Yet even he was capable of a vague yearn- 
ing to share in the kingdom of truth and holiness, 
and was promised the fellowship of Christ in Para- 
dise. ‘There is no reason for supposing that the 
Roman centurion was a specially religious person. 
But he was generous ; he had built a synagogue for 
the Jews of the town where he was stationed. 
He also loved his sick servant, and believed that 
Jesus had power to heal him. He seems to have 
been a noble Roman, modest, kind, and generous, 
but, so far as the Gospels inform us, no more. But 
in the view of Jesus this seems to have been much ; 
he saw in those qualities the elements of a greater 
faith than he had elsewhere found in all Israel; yes, 
among all the scribes, Pharisees, and priests that he 
had ever met, he said he had not found a disposition 
$0 pleasing to God as in this heathen soldier. - 

Our Lord’s view of man was not one-sided or ex- 
treme. For him ‘‘good’’ and ‘‘bad’’ as applied 
to men were relative terms. Men were ignorant, 

“perverted, and even wilfully wicked, yet not without 
good desires and aspirations ; lost, but not hopeless. 
In all their unfilial indifference and disobedience 
they were still, in his view, sons of God, susceptible 
to the appeal of the Father’s love, capable of com- 
ing both to themselves—their best selves—and to 
their Father. The Gospels represent Jesus as 
speaking to the multitudes as well as to his disciples 
when he said, ‘‘ One is your Father, who is in 
heaven."’ 

Jesus indeed assumed in his teaching that all men 
were sinful and weak. All were required to repent. 
If he speaks of ‘‘righteous persons, who need no re- 
pentance,’’ in contrast to sinners, it is- evident that 
he is speaking ironically, and that the Pharisees 
whom he is answering are ‘‘ righteous ’’ only in their 
Own estimation, or according to the traditional but 
inadequate standards of righteousness. He gives 
his disciples a universal form of prayer containing 
the petition, ‘‘ Forgive us our debts.’’ Even the 
best ‘of parents, who delight to give good gifts to 
their children, are “‘ evil,'’ morally imperfect, sinful. 

“Men are assailed on every side by temptation, 
blinded in their spiritual perceptions, perverted by 


a mixture 
At his side on the cross hung a 


He 
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worldliness. Their constant prayer needs to be, 
‘* Deliver us from evil.’’ 

Jesus regarded all men as sinful, but not all as 
equally so,—which is only saying that he saw some 
good in the great mass‘of men. He speaks of 
‘‘good men’’ who bring forth out of the good 
treasures of their hearts good things, as well as of 
evil men who do the contrary. He assumes that 
the eye of the heart may be healthy and stedfastly 
directed to the true good, so that the whole moral 
being shall be filled with heavenly light. Jesus’ 
estimate of men was generous. He measured them 
more by what they desired and sought than by their 
present attainments. For him, disposition was more 
than deeds. He laid more stress upon the direction 
in which men were going than upon the point of 
progress which they had reached at any given mo- 
ment. With this accords exactly what his apostles 
afterwards taught,—that faith, attitude, and recep- 
tiveness of soul are the first condition of receiving all 
heavenly good. To open the life to God is the first 
necessity, all else follows. 


NOTES ON 


OPEN LIET TIERS 


It is not easy to satisfy everybody: by 
a fair attempt to be fair. If one ex- 
presses himself with positiveness on 
either side of a current controversy, he is pretty sure to 
please those who are on that side ; but if he tries to be 
fair to both sides, he is more likely to please neither, and 
perhaps to antagonize both. In any comment on a 
Bible narration of a baptism a careful scholar is in peril 
of arousing denominational feeling, if he seeks to be 
fair. As will be seen by an editorial note on the first 
page of this week’s paper, Dr. Riddle is accused, by a 
Baptist editor, of being unfair toward the Baptists. And 
here comes a letter from a Massachusetts reader which 
suggests that in those very comments Dr. Riddle seems 
unfair toward those who are not Baptists : 


Fairness 
Toward Baptists 


Does not the exposition of Dr. Riddle (February 20), which 
professes to be entirely critical and so unbiased, savor of sec- 
tarianism ? If, in the description of the eunuch’s baptism, ‘‘ noth- 
ing is suggested as to the mode,”’ is it not gratuitous on his part to 
express his private opinion that ‘‘ immersion is probable ''? Why 
drag into a passage containing xo suggestion of a mode the proda- 
bility of a particular mode? Would it not be better for a pro- 
fessed expositor of the Sacred Scriptures to let the description 
stand just as the Holy Ghost gave it through Luke, and teach 
the lesson which He intended, without dragging into it private 
opinions which bolster up sectarian practices ? 


Dr. Riddle is a Presbyterian clergyman, but as a 
critical scholar he treats questions of biblical exegesis 
apart from his denominational opinions. As a scholar, 
he'says that the Greek preposition es may be translated 
‘«to,’’ or ‘‘into,’’ in the narrative.in Acts ; hence that 
its use in connection with the movement of Philip and 
the Ethiopian does not indicate the mode of baptism 
after the water was reached. But, still speaking as a 
critical scholar, Dr. Riddle says, in view of the ety- 
mological meaning of the word éaféizo, as employed 
by Luke under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and of 
common practices at that time in the East, he deenis it 
‘*probable’’ that the mode in this case was immersion. 
That leaves open the question whether éaf/izo was in 
those days always and only used in its etymological 
sense,—a point at which scholars differ. In view of the 
twofold criticism of Dr. Riddle’s comment, by The 
Watchman on the one hand, and by the Massachusetts 
subscriber on the other hand, it is evident that he was 
too fair to fully satisfy either side. Good for Dr. Riddle ! 


ea... 


 Ceotien taite A man may intend to be both fair 
Sunday Observance 2nd truthful, and yet fail to be either. 
among He may be mistaken as to the facts, 

Early Christians unconsciously unfair in his use ‘of 
the facts. Sincerity is not sure to secure correctness. 
This being so, it is well for us to judge charitably the 
spirit and motives of those with whom we differ in opin- 
ion, unless we have positive evidence that they actually 


intend to deceive the unwary or to defend the wrong. 
A prominent clergyman in New Jersey thinks that he 
sees signs of unfairness, and of dishonesty of treatment, 
and of perversion of Scripture, in the statements of one 
of the lesson-help writers in a recent issue of The Sun- 
day School Times. This is the way he puts it : 

In The Sunday School Times for February 13, 1897, om page 
102, are two statements to which I beg leave to call your atten- 
tion. I do this, not for the sake of controversy, but for the sake 
of accuracy, and of that literary and exegetical honesty which has 
been the characteristic of The Sunday School Times for the 
many years that I have been a constant reader. In the first col- 
umn of the page mentioned are these words: ‘It is probable 
also, though not demonstrable in this period, that Sunday was 
observed as a celebration of the resurrection of Christ." In the 
second column of the same page, under the list of ‘* The Institu- 
tions of the Christians,” we read, ‘‘ Sunday observance.’ While 
the general reader may not stop to note’ this contradiction, every 
one who notes it with care will see the unfairness and self-contra- 
diction of making that a positive fact, in the second column, 
which, in the first, is announced as, at the most, only ‘‘ probable, 
but not demonstrable."’ Simple facts of history are easily demon- 
strable, and that which is not demonstrable in one column of 
The Sunday School Times cannot be changed to a fact in the 
next. The case is more inexcusable in view of the truth that the 
genesis of Sunday observance in the Christian Church is defi- 
nitely marked, so far as the announcement and the reasons for it 
are concerned. The observance of Sunday in commemoration 
of the resurrection of Christ is not mentioned in any way, or even 
hinted at in any record extant, until the middle of the second cen- 
tury, and then by Justin Martyr in his ‘‘ First Apology."’ Who- 
ever wrote those columns for The Sunday School Times ought to 
have known these facts. If he did know them, and then wrote as 
he did, the question of an honest treatment of the Bible is at 
stake. Such efforts to sustain the cause of Sunday observance in 
these days of its decline are not so uncommon as they ought to 
be ; but when so great and influential a paper as The Sunday 
School Times is led into such a contradiction, and into such vir- 
tual perversion of the sacred record which it claims to explain, 
reverence for that word, and for the Sabbath of Jehovah (which 
is thrust at by such false efforts to read Sunday observance into 
the New Testament), must protest in the name of Christian schol- 
arship and honest dealing with God's book. 

That putting of the case seems to reflect pretty severely 
on the writer of those lesson-helps ; but it is well to 
consider whether that putting of the case is a fair one, in 
view of the facts as they are. That the New Jersey cor- 
respondent is sincere, and intends to be fair, is not to be 
doubted. The lesson-help writer says that ‘‘ it is proba- 
ble also, though not demonstrable in this period, that 
Sunday was observed as a celebration of the resurrection 
of Christ."’ This is an honest expression of the lesson- 
help writer's personal opinion. He does not say that 
he thinks that Sunday, or the first day of the week, was 
at that period observed as ‘‘the Sabbath of Jehovah.”’ 
That question he leaves untouched. In the next column 
he suggests, among topics for study or examination, the 
matter of this ‘‘ Sunday observance’’ to which he has 
made reference as a ‘‘probable,’’ but ‘not demon- 
strable,’’ fact. He leaves it for his readers to find out 
how much there was in it, or that there was nothing in 
it at that time, as our New Jersey clergyman claims. 
What is there dishonest, or unfair, or in perversion of 
God's word, in this asking all to look into the matter ? 
But the New Jersey divine seems to give emphasis to the 
fact that this topic for study is placed under the head of 
‘« The institutions of the Christians,’’ as if that made an 
unfair claim for the observance of Sunday as already an 
authoritative and established ordinance of the Apostolic 
Church. Yet it is evident from the accompanying topics 
that this is not claimed, nor meant to be claimed ; for 
the ‘‘ places of meeting,’’ the ‘‘ religious services, public 
and private,’’ the ‘‘ instruction’ given, and other mat- 
ters, are also named. These surely were not yet formu- 
lated or fixed ; but they are deemed worth looking into 
in reverent and honest study. 
tutions *’ 


One meaning of ‘< insti- 
is ‘*customs,”’ and if the latter term had been 
used in this case, perhaps the New Jersey clergyman 
would not have felt that the exegetical honesty of The 
Sunday School Times was at stake. The writer of the 
Outline Studies would perhaps not agree with his New 
jersey critic when the latter says that ‘‘ the observance 
of Sunday in commemoration of the resurrection of 
Christ is not mentioned in any way, or even hinted at in 
any record extant, until the middle of the second cen- 
tury, and then by Justin Martyr."’ The New Testament 
record says explicitly that Jesus rose from the grave on 
‘‘the first day of the week,"’ which we call Sunday 
(Matt. 28 : 1-6; Mark 16 : 1-6,9; Luke 24: 1-6; John 
20: 1-17). Again, the author of Acts, speaking of the 
visit of Paul to Troas, on his way to Macedonia, says 
that ‘‘upon the first day of the week [that day of the 
week on which Jesus rose from the dead], when we were 
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gathered together to break bread [in the name of Jesus], 
Paul discoursed with them "’ (Acts 20:7). And when Paul 
wrote to the Corinthian Christians urging collections for the 
needy saints at Jerusalem, he said, as though that time was 
the customary time for the act, ‘‘ Upon the first day of the 
week let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may 
prosper '’ (1 Cor. 16; 2). The writer of Outline Studies 
would admit that these statements are not a demonstra- 
tion or proof as to the prevalence of the custom ; but he 
would probably not admit that they have no value as 
«« hints’’ of such a probable custom. Yet these records 
were written before the middle of the second century, and 
neither 6ne of them by Justin Martyr. The whole mat- 
ter was suggested as a subject of Bible study. Why 
isn’t it fair and honest to leave it in this way? It gives 
the New Jersey clergyman a chance to express his views 
fully on the whole matter. 


Tributaries 


By John B. Tabb 


HE little streams that onward flow 
ey To mingle ere they meet the sea, 
Know not that Heaven hath willed it so 
Till one their waters be. 


And, from their fountain heads apart, 
The lives that love hath led to me, 
Till heart was wedded unto heart, 
Knew not their destiny. 
Ellicott City, Md. 


QD 


The Queen in the Babylonian Hades, 
‘and her Consort 


By Professor Dr. Peter Jensen 
First Articte 


[Editor’s Note.—Professor Dr. Peter Jensen ranks among the 
foremost and ablest of living Assyriologists. Having studied 
theology and Oriental languages in Leipsic and Berlin, especially 
under Franz and Friedrich Delitzsch, Sachau, and Eberhard 
Schrader, the father of German Assyriology, he entered upon his 
academic career in Strassburg under Professor Nildeke, the 
prince of living Semitists. When scarcely thirty years of age, he 
succeeded, as professor of Semitic philology in Marburg, the 
famous Wellhausen. This chair he has held to the present 
day. His fundamental studies on the Assyrian, Elamitic, and 
Sumerian cuneiform languages are well known. As an able and 
sharp critic he is often dreaded. His great work on the Baby- 
lonian cosmology brought clearness and system into a subject 
where confusion formerly ruled. It was Jensen who, a few years 
ago, by his famous essays on the Hittite inscriptions in The 
Sunday School Times, attacked a problem which was regarded 
as insolvable, and placed the study of the Hittite inscriptions on 
a strictly scientific basis. Since then his best time and strength 
have been devoted to this most difficult work of successfully de- 
ciphering the Hittite hieroglyphs... When once finished, this 
great life work of Jensen, which begins to rise on sure founda- 
tions, step by step, at the close of the nineteenth century will 
prove a more remarkable monument of*human genius, scholar- 
ship, and critical ability, than the deciphering of the hieroglyphs 
by Champollion, or of the cuneiform characters by Grotefend.] 


HE real rule over the Babylonian Hades lay in the 
hands of a woman, whose Assyro-Babylonian name 
is Allatu, —Ereshkigal in Sumerian. That this is her true 
Sumerian name, and not Ninkigal, as it was formerly 
read, we learn from one of the El-Amarna tablets, to be 
treated hereafter, and from a Greek papyrus of incanta- 
tions, in which the name Ereshkigal is found. An 
Assyrian vocabulary supports this reading. 

It seems to us very remarkable that the highest power 
in the realm of the dead should haye been exercised by 
awoman, and this becomes scarcely more intelligible 
from the fact that this was the case in the Norse mythol- 
ogy, and in reality also in the Greek. In the former, the 
goddess Hel is queen of Hell, without a consort; in 
the latter, Persephone plays a very prominent part by 
the side of her spouse, Pluto. 

Why is it that in the realm of the dead the power of 
woman is so important, or even monarchic? The expla- 
nation seems unexpectedly very simple. As the Hebrews 
personified their Sheol, or Hell, and spoke of her mouth, 
throat, and belly, and the North-Germanic nations per- 
sonified their Hel, or Hell, making her queen of Hades, 

the Assyrians regarded the habitation of the dead as a 

nm. Irkalla was the name of Hades, and also that 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of one of the gods of Hades. Now the name of the 
Assyro-Babylonian realm of the dead, Arali, no less 
than that of the Hebrew and of the old Norse, is of 
feminine gender. The consequence was that its chief 
person, who represented and ruled it, was of feminine 
gender also. The question might further be raised, why 
the name of the Babylonian realm of the dead was of 
feminine gender. There is a very simple answer to this 
also. The dwelling-place of the dead is to the Baby- 
lonians, as to the Hebrews, a land. The conception of 
‘‘land"’ is to both feminine, and, consequently, the land 
of the dead is also feminine. 
well as Sheol in Hebrew. 


So is Arali feminine, as 


We have, then, as a result, the surprising fact that 
the ultimate reason why the ruler in the Babylonian 
kingdom of the dead was a woman was because, to the 
Assyro-Babylonians, countries and names of countries 
were feminine. The fact that this ruler was of the female 
sex. seems to have made no special difference, except that 
the office of scribe, contrary to all analogy upon the 
earth, was filled, not by a man, but by a woman, named 


- Bélit-tséri. 


Little can be said of the outward appearance of Eresh- 
kigal. She was doubtless imagined as exactly the same 
in kind as the gods of heaven, just as dead persons 
were conceived of as having the same form as the liv- 
ing,—except that, being disembodied spirits, they had 
wings. Ishtar was stripped of her garments and her 
jewels before entering the land of the dead ; and it is 
related of the mother of Ninazu (a husband of Eresh- 
kigal), who lived in the lower world, and who was doubt- 
less a great one among the great of that region, that her 
shining hips were not covered by any garment. From 
this it would seem that Ereshkigal herself was thought 
of as naked, as apparently all the dead were so consid- 
ered, because originally at one time they were buried 
naked.4 In opposition to this, perhaps, is the account 
that Belili, the sister, or, according to some versions, the 
wife, of Tammiz(i), had at least an apron of eye-stones 
about her waist, which she dashed to pieces when Tam- 
mizu began to play before Ereshkigal. 

If we may attribute to Ereshkigal that’ which is 
asserted of Ninazu’s mother, she, like the men in the 
kingdom of the dead, was sleeping ; that is, dead, as far 
as the inhabitants of the lower world are dead. On that 
account, perhaps, she is called Allatu ; for this word 
might very well be connected with the Hebrew Aha/a/, 
to the feminine of which it would correspond formally, 
and might mean ‘the deceased one’’ (Verblichen). 
Khalal, with the meaning ‘ profane,’’ is 
euphemism for ‘‘ the dead one.”’ 


in Hebrew a 


As the dead in Hades eat, drink, and move about, so 
Ereshkigal-Allatu performs all the functions of a living 
person. For example, she partakes of food, which, 
however, it seems, is not prepared in the lower regions. 
As the kings and other crowned heads are served from the 
kitchen of Anu, the lord of heaven, she eats the loaves 
of bread which fall to her share from the table of the 
gods, brought to her by her messenger, Namtaru. She 
drinks what the living offer to her in libations, which 
trickle through the earth to her. She eats and drinks in 
order to continue her existence, as the dead in general, 
in order to prolong their life, consume the substance of 
the earth, and depend upon the sacrifices from the_liv- 
ing. Thus kept alive, eating, drinking, and sleeping, 
she is capable of performing her duties as ruler. None 
can enter her kingdom without her consent, she must 
first give thecommand. She hears what the scribe of 
the lower regions reads to her, and we can imagine that 
this contains at least the name and record of sins of the 
new comers, probably to be judged by the Annunaki, 
Gilgamesh being the presiding judge. She orders Nam- 
taru to smite Ishtar with sixty maladies ; she commands 
to knock at the Egalgina, to lead out of it the Annunaki, 
and to place them on the golden chair, presumably in 
order to sit in judgment on Ishfar, and to pass sentence 
whether she is to be released from Hades or not. With- 
out her nothing happens in the whole kingdom of the 
dead. She resides in the palace of the land from which 
there is no return, but to which fourteen (27) gates 
lead. Nothing farther is known about it. 

3esides her, there are various gods to whom the rule 


1 Notg.—In the hundreds of clay sarcophagi excavated at Nuffar by 
the Babylonian expedition of the University of Pennsylvania, whenever 
the earth from above had not fallen into them and made an examination 
impossible, traces of a coarse linen garment were discovered on the larger 
bones of the dead. In some cases whole fragments of these garments 
were taken from the sarcophagi.—Tug Epitor. 


(3) 163 


over the lower world is attributed. There is Tamméz, 
who is called «‘ Lord of Hades ;’" and Enmeshara has 
the same title. Another, Ninazu, is called her consort ; 
but her favorite spouse, and king of the lower world, is 
Nerigal, the god of all horrors, for whose frightfulness the 
Babylonians could not find words sufficiently gruesome. 
He is the prince with flaming countenance, hot mouth, 
raging fire ; he who carries shuddering and terrible splen- 
dor ; whose stroke fells the enemy at his side to the 
ground ; he with long arms and the great sword ; the 
noise of whose tread is sufficient to unfasten the barred 
house ; who goes about in the night, and to whom barred 
doors fly open; he who swings the scourge ; he who, 
like sleep, is not restrained by bolts and bars, etc. He 
is the god of conflict and of battle ; the god of. plagues, 
especially of fever ; the god of destruction and devasta- 
tion. To cause death is his object, to destroy is his pro- 
In his train are fourteen uncanny companions, 
fever and fiery heat among them. If he does not wish 
to be recognized, he goes about as dog or lion ; he is a 
powerful, poison-spewing dragon. 

So he marches over the earth, a king of fearful and 
irresistible majesty, who, however, in his own house, the 
kingdom of the dead, according to the most common 
view, had no power whatever, in a double sense, but the 
shadow of a king ! 


fession. 


Although he was’ equipped with every means for mak- 
ing his power felt, it was his wife, and not himself, who 
sat in power in the kingdom of the dead. 
the prince consort. 


He was only 
How is this to be explained? The 
explanation given above would of itself make it clear. 
If, indeed, Ereshkigal had power over the realm of the 
dead, because this as ‘‘land'’ was of feminine gender, 
she at first had nobody at her side in the circle from 
which she sprang. A desire for completeness and syn- 
cretistic speculations may have supplied her with her 
husband Nerigal. This were comprehensible only in 
case that popular belief, which had previously recognized 
her as the only ruler, could not, at least universally, be 
brought to transfer the power from her to her new hus- 
band, and thus to carry through the relation generally 
existing in private life between man and wife, even in 
regard to Nerigal and Ereshkigal. 

At all events, in the mind of the author of Ishtar’s 
Descent into Hell, Ereshkigal is the ruler, while to 
others Nerigal may have been more important. This 
seems to be the view maintained in a text from the tab- 
lets of El-Amarna, which at the same time shows that 
our own view of the relation of Nerigal to Ereshkigal is 
not without foundation. 

Among the great number of letters found in El-Amarna 
were also fragments of,two hitherto unknown legends, 
which open to us an entirely new world, because they 
seem to give us, for the first time, a real glimpse into 
the history of the Assyrian religion. It is*true we have 
Assyro-Babylonian historical texts from many different 
periods, which have contributed in various ways to the 
mythology and the theology of the Assyro-Babylonians, 
But, properly speaking, we had until recently no mytho- 
logical texts of an earlier date than the first half of the 
first millennium B.C., and, in fact, only from the time 
of Sardanapalus, who reigned in the seventh century. 
Even though these texts are very often designated as 
copies, yet we do not know the date of a single original 
But in El-Amarna two mythological ‘texts were found, 
which were certainly written about the fifteenth century, 
and these few fragments seem to show that the mytho- 
logical ideas of the Assyro-Babylonians, contrary te what 
we might have supposed, did not remain unchanged if 
the course of centuries, but apparently underwent many 
transformations. 

Less important is the fact that in one text from El- 
Amarna the messenger of Anu is called Ilap(b)rat, 
later, however, Papshukkal ; also that, according to an- 
other text of El-Amarna which we shall discuss pres- 
ently, an af@ (‘‘spy’') keeps watgh at the portal of 
Hades, and what he sees he reports to Ereshkigal 
through Namtaru ; while in the legend of Ishtar’s de- 
scent into Hell, a porter, mentidned elsewhere, performs 
the service of watchman, and he can communicate 
directly with the mistress of Hades. But very important to 
me seems the fact that, according to later conception, the 
god of the spring vegetation, Tammiz, and the god of 
the growth of trees, Ningishzida, after they had left the 
upper world, descended into Hades; while, according . 
to the Adapa legend found in El-Amarna, Tammaz and 
Gishzida,— doubtless the game as Ningishzida (Vin 
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meaning ‘‘ master ''),—after they had disappeared from 
the earth, sojourned within the gates of Anu in heaven. 


University of Marburg, Germany. 
CHB 
The Man and the Plant 


By W. A. Bolles 


(Editor’s Note.--On this page, in the department of Children at 
Home, appears another article by Mr. Bolles, which may be of 
interest to plant-lovers.| 

HE Sacred Scriptures abound in striking and beauti- 

ful metaphors, similes, and other figures concern- 

ing man and plants. He is likened to a tree planted by 

the rivers of water, growing with spreading roots, luxuri- 

ant foliage, and abundant fruit. He is called grass 

which groweth up and flourisheth. He is said to come 

forth like a flower, to have beauty and glory as a flower, 
and to droop and die as a flower. 

In the good time coming, the trees shall clap their 
hands, and the fruitful trees and all cedars are called 
upon to praise the Lord. The trees were allegorized to 
ask in turn the olive, the fig, the vine, and the bramble 
to be their king, and the thistle sent to the cedar of 
Lebanon, saying, ‘‘Give thy daughter to my son to 
wife."’ 

Thus from very early times human sentiments and 
language have been ascribed to plants, and names of 
persons, actions, apparel, and instruments applied to 
them. Their beauty, frailty, purity, and fragrance, and 
even their strength, appeal to the higher nature, and 
with sweet and tender voices send to claim kinship 
with virtue and friendship. The Saviour pointed out a 
single lily as superior, in its modest array, to the splen- 
dor of Solomon's royalty, 
world had known, and Solomon himself speaks of the 
church as the rose of Sharon, the lily of the valley 
among thorns, and the apple-tree among the trees of the 
wood. The budding of womanhood is spoken of as the 
flower of her age, and Christ as a root, a stem, a branch, 
a vine, and a tree. 

Shoots of the olive about the original plant are likened 
to sweet, loving, and obedient children surrounding the 
table of pious, happy parents. The word of God is 
spoken of as seed including his believers, and the 
Saviour as a sower and a tender plant A tree of 
knowledge was the first temptation, and a tree of life 
whose leaves are for the healing of nations is the climax 
of Revelation. 

As it was not good for man to be alone, neither was it 
for the flowers. Two sets of flower-parts are always 
necessary for the perfection of fruit’ As marriage 
was necessary for man's happiness and continuance upon 
the earth, so it was not unnatural for him to suppose or 
imagine a kindred relation to exist between the two 
essential parts of a flower, stamins and pistils, and to 
apply the matrimonial or nuptial idea, as though its 
parts represented the contracting parties,—a very pretty 
conceit, a chaste and poetical idea. This appearance 
nuptial, or imaginary wedding, although nothing but a 
poetic fiction, became the basis of a valuable term in the 
classification of those plants whose flower-parts are easily 
observed, derived from the Greek phaino, to show, and 
gamos, a wedding, a marriage, anglicized to ‘‘ pheno- 
gamia."’ 

There is a large number of plants whose flower-parts 
do not appear, and which can be detected only by the 
microscope, or are indistinguishable. The term for this 
condition of concealed nuptial is derived from s£rufpéos, 
hidden, secret, anglicized to ‘‘cryptogamia ;"' and so 
all plants are classified into these two great sub-king- 
doms. 

The other terms used in the further classification of 
plants down to the genus and species are equally simple 
and scientific. 

The Bible is honeycombed with allusions to some 
relation between man and plants, and invites him to 
their study and consideration. It informs us that Adam 
named the animals, and Milton ascribes the naming and 
classification of the flowers to Eve, who thus pathetically 
laments her separation from them : 

** My early visitation, and my last 
At even, which I bred up with tender hand, 
From the first opening bud, and gave ye names ! 


Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank 
Your tribes, and water from the ambrosial fount ?"’ 


The inter-relation between God and man cannot be 
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humanly comprehended without reference to objects tan- 
gible to our senses, but 
‘In contemplation of created things, 

By steps we may ascend to God.’’—MILTON. 
Hence the study of the natural history of the Bible will 
lead to clearer views of God, a deeper insight into spir- 
itual things, a more confiding and delightful trust in in- 
finite goodness, and a higher plane of human character. 
If «‘ tongues in trees'’ talk to the ‘ poor Indian’’ of the 
Great Spirit, how much more shall the ‘‘ various lan- 
guage’’ of nature, interpreted by God's Word, declare 
the glory of God and show forth his handiwork ! 


Lawrence, Kansas. 
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How I Built the First Road in 
Northern Newfoundland 


By the Rev. Frederic E. J. Lloyd 


NE of the strangest lacks of the many I perceived 
when I first went to my lonely missionary quar- 
ters in the north of Newfoundland, was that of a road» 
Look where one would, there was nothing like a road. 
All along the coast there were either barrens or forests, 
but, save a narrow footpath, no roads. Of course, there 
were no horses, except one, and her nearest neighbor in 
kind lived more than two hundred miles away. There 
were, therefore, no carts or carriages. The only mode 
of travel besides walking was by dog-sleigh in winter, 
over from three to six feet of hard snow, or boat in sum- 
mer. I soon grew to the want of roads when | found 
out that there was no demand for them. 

But ‘‘want or no want,’’ I reflected one day, ‘‘it 
looks so uncivilized to be without roads,’’ and I wished 
for the sake of civilization merely to have a ‘‘ bit of a 
road,’’ as an Irishman would say. Near to my head- 
quarters—that is, three and seven miles distant, respec- 
tively—there stood two little frame churches, in which I 
used to minister. at regular intervals. Now both these 
churches were about a half a mile from the landing-stage 
te which' we used to tie our boats when we went to 
church in the summer. ‘‘ Now, thought I, ‘‘ what a 
great thing it would be if I could build a road to each 
of the churches from the landing-stage !'’ The more I 
thought of this little plan of mine, the more I admired 
it, and I determined to carry it out some day. But how 
could I do it? that was the question. The good folk 
among whom I lived had, for the large part, never seen 
a road in their lives, and I suspected that those who had 
had forgotten what it was like. But I was set on getting 
the glory of projecting and completing the first road in 
the north of Newfoundland. The idea came to me dur- 
ing the first winter. of my residence. The summer fol- 
lowed, and my plan existed only in my own mind. All 
through the long summer days the people were all en- 
gaged in the cod-fishery and other fisheries ; nobody 
had a moment to spare specially to discuss the providing 
of that for which no need existed. 

The fisheries promised a rich harvest at the beginning 
of the season, and great hopes filled the breasts of the 
fisher-folk, who had struggled hard to live under the 
stress of three successive failures in their only business 
and means of livelihood. Heads were bent, heavy sighs 
and dejected looks told the tale of sorrow that lurked 
under the tawny, weather-beaten brow of the fisherman. 
The season ended, and the catch was only, as the people 
expressed it, ‘‘ half a voyage.’’ The traders arrived in 
their well-equipped and well-stocked ships ready to bar- 
ter with the people for their fish and oil. But there was 
so little fish and oil, and thé families were very large, 
and the winter was long. Only half a supply of salt 
beef and pork, and molasses and flour, could be pro- 
cured. ‘‘ Must trust in God for the rest,’’ they would 
say, poor souls! and turn longingly away from plenty to 
face scarcity. 

Now there would seem to be no connection between 
this sad condition of affairs and my plan of building two 
half-miles of road on the Newfoundland coast. But it 
was just this crisis that furnished me with the power to 
carry it out to my complete satisfaction. Realizing what 
the long winter would be for the poorest of the people 
all along the coast, who had only been able to obtain a 
very small supply of food from the trader, the leaders 
of the people came to me, and urged me, before the ice 
formed, to lay the matter before the government of the 
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island, and ask for flour and molasses. To this request 
I assented, and sent a hasty letter by the last trading- 
vessel to the government, with a statement of the desti- . 
tution that was impending, and concluding by begging 
for assistance. Ten days later, the letter was answered 
by the appearance of a schooner, which soon landed two 
hundred barrels of flour and two puncheons of molasses, 
They were consigned to me, with a letter of instructicns, 
which the Captain of the schooner handed to me when 
all the provisions had been safely stored in a large shed 
near to my headquarters. The letter stated that the 
shipment had been given gratis to those who were likely 
to want during the long winter ; that I was to use my 
own discretion in giving it out, but that it might be 
good for the people themselves to do some work in return 
for it, of which I was also to be the judge. 

So my road began to come within measurable distance 
of being built. However, before doing anything (and I 
was very anxious to get at it), I called the men around 
me, and told them of my plan. They agreed very 
cordially to assist me, and it- was understood that all 
men who received assistance from the government ship- 
ment were to work on the ‘‘ passon’s road.'’ Of course, 
nothing could be done in the way of road-making during 
the winter, and so the second winter passed away. ~~ But 
with the first signs of spring, I summoned my forces, 
gave them my plans, and set them to work at the build- 
ing of the first road in the north of the colony. I super- 
intended the work day after day, giving orders like a 
general, showing the men how to work, and deporting 
myself with very great importance. The workmen were 
true to their word, and, though they did not (could not) 
work at. the roads every day, yet when autumn came they 
were finished, well ballasted and graded, and fit for a 
king to walk on. 


Hamilton, O. 
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Bible Enigmas 


Plants 
By W. A. Bolles 


{Editor’s Note.—It is hoped that the simple studies in the 
natural history of the Bible, of which the following ‘‘ enigma "’ is 
one, will be of interest to parents and teachers, as well as to 
young people. Other enigmas will appear in this department 
from time to time, prepared by Mr. Bolles, who is a veteran 
teacher, having been for many years active in public school and 
Sunday-school work. Another article by Mr. Bolles, on this 
page, may be of interest in connection with this.] 

LARGE, thrifty, handsome plant of Palestine, vari- 
ous species of which grow in America. 

Its leaves are stemless, narrow, straight, and pointed, 
and grow in dark evergreen tufts. 

Its flowers are destitute of the usually showy parts, and 
imperfect ; the two main organs, pollen and seed-vessel, 
grow on separate parts of the plant. 

The limbs are almost horizontal, the lower ones wide- 
spreading and starting about twelve feet from the ground, 
the upper shortening to the top, which may be a hundred 
feet from the foot of the tree, the trunk thirty to seventy 
feet in girth, and age two thousand years or more. 

Soft gum oozes from both tree and fruit, loading the 
air to a great distance with healthful odor, so that a 
grove would be a delightful place to walk in. 

Hosea says : *‘ They that dwell under his shadow shall 
return ; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the 
vine.’’ Tom Moore says : 








‘** The green ‘s bough 
Breathes more refreshment to my eyes 
Than could a Claude's -divinest dyes."’ 

The fruit is a cone-shaped head, whose receptacles are 
distributed about it, each containing a sted visible or 
shaken out by the wind when ripe, while the cone may 
cling to the bough for a year or more. 

The timber is of a beautiful pale red color, solid, 
light, strong, and very durable for posts and for building. 

Poets agree upon it as a symbol of ‘‘strength’’ of the 
affections. Mrs. Hale says : 

“ The metmory of our loves shall be 
As changeless as the tree."" 

Solomon’ s temple and palace were built of it, the for- 

mer overlaid with gold. It is-mentioned about fifty 
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times in the Bible, and is the ‘‘symbol of majesty and 
vigorous expansive spiritual growth'’ (Psa. 92 : 12). 


Classification 
Strong, vigorous. What kingdom ? Veg’ etable. 
Appearance (of flow- <i 
er) nuptial. What sub-kingdom? Phenogam’ia. 

Outside grower. What province ? Ex’ogen. 
Naked seeded. What class? Gym’ nosperm. 
Cone-like. What cohort? Conoi’dea. 
Cone-bearing. What order? Conif erae. 

What genus? Ce’drus. 
Of Lebanon. What species? Liba’ ni. 


What is it? Fill the blanks. Psa. 104 : 16. 
= 
Suggestions 


These studies could be used in the home circle, social 
gatherings, teachers’- meetings, Sunday-school or day- 
school, in the following ways : 

1. Let a member read an enigma, and the others give 
or write the name. 

2. Then, with a concordance, let one give the refer- 
ences involving the name, and the others read when all 
are ready to listen. 

3. Then let one tell all he can, a second the points 
the other omitted, a ‘third what the others omitted, etc. 

4. Read the poetical quotations, and call for authors. 

5. Read the Bible quotations, and call for the book 
and author. ‘ 

6. Call for clippings from newspapers on the suject. 

7. Call for anecdotes or additional information from 
observation or reading. 

8. Let one read a few scattering words from an enigma, 
and then call for the subject, and vice versa. 

g. Let one give subject, and call for symbols, then 
read the symbols, substituting X for the blank, and call 
for subject. 

10. Give plant, and call for its language, and vice 
versa. 

i1. Give classification, and call for subject, and vice 
versa. 

12. Give subject, and call for biblical authors, and 
vice versa. 

13. Give subject, and call for nativity, and vice versa. 

14. Give definition, and call for term, and vice versa. 

15. Give uses, and call for subject, and vice versa. 

16. Give first letter, and call for subjects. 

17. Mix letters of one subject, or of two or moge sub- 
jects, and call for separation. 

18. Imitate some of the voices of animals, and call for 
subject, and vice versa. 

1g. Give one habit or.more, and call for subject, and 
vice versa. 

20. Give subject, and call for cut, drawing, or pic- 
ture, which may be taken from some paper, and vice 
versa. 

21. Read elliptical Scripture quotations, and call for 
subject and author. 

22. Give size, and call for subjett, and vice versa. 

23. Give event connected with the subject, and call 
for actor, and vice versa. 

24. Read one paragraph, and call for subject ; then 
another, etc., until the correct one is given. 

25. Dissect the cards of two or more enigmas, mix, 
and arrange correctly. A separate edition of dissected 
cards might be published without notches or other me- 
chanical placements, accompanied by a key or small 
pamphlet complete for reference. This would afford a 
fine drill in synthetic judgment, besides having all the 
interest of a similar plan in map-building. 

27. For a public talk or Bible reading, prepare two 
sets of cards to be distributed among the audience, with 
request to each recipient to write his name very plainly 
on both, and return one to the leader. Both cards con- 
tain the same text or reference, and when the leader has 
reached the text desired, he calls upon the party to read 
to the audience from the card, or from the Bible, if the 
reference is given. This plan works well, as | know from 
much experience. 

28. A plan involving the ‘‘ shouting proverb’’ might 
be used. ,Suppose the leader selects Deuteronomy 
25:4: ‘*Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he tread- 
eth out the corn."’ Let the words (except ox) be whis- 
pered successively in the ear of each person, and at a 
given signal each shouts his word, after which an oppor- 
tunity is given for any one to give the omitted name, and 
to construct the text. Again, let the names of different 
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animals or their voices be shouted, and some one be 
selected to name them all. 


Lawrence, Kansas. 





What Effective Improvements Can 
be Made in Sunday-School 
Methods 


By L. G. Fouse 


ECOGNIZING that the Sunday-school has been, and 

is, the most effective agency of the church in the 

consecration and development of religious life, we must 

still concede that the Sunday-school is not all that it 

should be, that it has not accomplished all that is ex- 
pected of it. 

With every merited tribute of applause to the efficacy 
of the Sunday- or Bible- school, under existing methods, 
I shall endeavor to suggest improvements which, if gen- 
erally adopted, would, in my opinion, meet the exigen- 
cies of the times. The methods I shall suggest are not 
necessarily new. Some of them are already employed, 
but, according to my information, are not in general use. 


I. Organization and Executive Management 

A common mistake is to have too much detail and 
red-tape in the organization, which render the duties to 
be performed irksome, if not ineffective. Great care 
should be taken, in the adoption of a constitution and 
by-laws for the government of the school, not to require 
anything that is unessential or imposes unnecessary 
labor. 

Thg by-laws or rules should: specify the titles by which 
the executive officers are to be known, provide for the 
term of office, the mode of electing the officers, should 
briefly define the duties of each officer, and should make 
active and faithful church-membership a condition pre- 
cedent to teaching. There should be provided centrali- 
zation of authority upon pastor or superintendent, as the 
case may be, so as to avoid conflict, and that the one in 
supreme authority may be held responsible for the con- 
duct of the school. 

A good executive need not be told that it is of the first 
importance never to do that which he can delegate to 
others, even if the others cannot do it quite so well as he 
can. Willing workers are always to be found, but it is both 
unwise and unjust to unnecessarily increase the burden 
of the-willing horse. A discreet division of labor or of 
duties is of great importance. Much talent is kept hid- 
den for want of opportunity to develop it. 

Grading of the classes is not the least important in the 
proper conduct of the school. Great disparity in ages, 
culture, education, etc., is calculated to prevent unity 
of spirit and purpose of action. New scholars should 
not be permanently located in a class until one can be 
found in which they feel perfectly at home. 


II. Choosing of Teachers 

The spiritual atmosphere of the school, the religious 
instruction, and the discipline, depend almost wholly 
upon the teachers. The method most commonly em- 
ployed is for the pastor to announce from the pulpit that 
one or more teachers are wanted, volunteers are called 
for, or some brother or sister requests that a new 
comer be invited to take a class in the hope of getting 
him interested in the school and church, or the superin- 
tendent, because of increase in attendance or faithless- 
ness of some teachers, is compelled to make a hasty 
selection. These methods are likely to result in an in- 
efficient corps of teachers. 

A pious, spiritually minded man or woman is not 
necessarily a good teacher. Persons chosen to teach 
should be like those of whom St. Paul says ‘‘ apt to 
teach.’’ A high-standard school, and let it be known 
to be such, ,will bring a high grade of teachers. 

The pastor of the church, when making his pastoral 
visits, should constantly keep in mind that it is his duty 
to help the superintendent to select competent, faithful 
teachers. I do not mean by this that he should invite 
persons to take classes. When he discovers one who, in 
his judgment, would make an efficient teacher, he should 
not fail to suggest the name to the superintendent. 
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The superintendent should likewise, as far as possible, 
keep in touch with the members of the congregation, 
acquaint himself with their qualifications, dispositions, 
religious inclinations, etc., and strive to get those into a 
normal or training class who would make good teachers. 

Special effort should be made to have this class -in 
charge of a person qualified to train teachers, as well as 
to expound the scriptures. The members of the normal 
class should keep ahead one week in the lessons, and 
should constitute a roll of substitute teachers. No one 
should be permanently assigned a class who has not 
given satisfaction as a substitute teacher. Make it a 
point, at the outset of your superintendency, to have a 
substitute roll, equal to one-third of the number of 
teachers required, and keep it at that, and you will have 
no difficulty in filling vacancies or supplying new classes 
with faithful teachers of at least average ability. 

The theory that the laborer, as a Sunday - school 
teacher, is worthy of his hire, is not without advocates. 
There are those who predict that the time will come 
when paid teachers will be found, not alone in the 
societies of ethical culture and Hebrew temples, but in 
Christian churches. I confess that I hope the time 
will never come. Religion will degenerate if that 
time should ever come when jurists, college professors, 
lawyers, merchants, men and women of talent, culture, 
and refinement, will no longer volunteer their services 
for an hour on Sunday for the extension of Christ's king- 
dom, and for the betterment of the human race. I, 
however, do believe that the time will come when much 
of the detailed work now devolving upon the superin- 
tendent will be, and should be, done by a paid secretary. 


III. Study and Teaching. 


The lack of interest or indifference to Bible study on 
the part of the young people is frequently, and some- 
times justly, attributed to the method of teaching. I 
have known young people who had the most efficient 
teachers to leave, at an early age, the Sunday-school, 
which is not infrequently due to home influence. If the 
Bible school cannot revolutionize the home, it can exert 
an influence upon it. To this end the method of teach- 
ing is of the first importance: Good teaching induces 
study, and study creates interest, and interest becomes 
principal. 

It depends upon the class whether the study and 
teaching should be historical, doctrinal, or consecutive. 
Under the International Lesson system the teacher has 
not much choice. The lessons are all the same for 
those of ‘‘ the story age,"’ ‘the intellectually acquisitive 
age,’ and ‘‘ the reflective period of life.’ 

I believe that the Bible should ever be the text- 
book in the Sunday-schoo], and that the detached por- 
tions thereof, with comments thereon, presented in the 
lesson-helps, detract from it. The text of the lesson 
should be omitted from the lesson-helps intended for the 
use of the scholars. 

A teacher wlio does not study the lesson, who can do 
nothing but ask prepared questions, and who cannot 
intelligently review the answers given by the scholars, 
can never expect to interest the scholars, or induce them 
to study the lesson. Likewise, the teacher who con- 
ceives it to be his or her d&t, to prepare a lecture, and 
take up the entire time alloted to delivering it, cannot 
expect the scholars to study or to learn. In every class 
there will be found diverse talents as well as disposi- 
tions. Some can more readily be interested in bio- 
graphical, others in historical, 
doctrinal studies. 


and again others in 
It is the duty of the teacher, while 
giving general instructions, to employ and take advantage 
of the special talents and inclinations, for the general 
good of the class. 


IV. Music and Libraries. 


A marked improvement has been made in recent 
years in Sunday-school music. However, much of the 
music written for schools is of the trashy, namby-pamby 
order, and should be excluded. The subject of music 
has been so frequently disc ussed that I will dismiss it 
by simply emphasizing the importance of care in the 
selection of music, and in the selection of a competent 
chorister to train the children. 

The Sunday-school library needs reforming, in many 
schools, more than any other department. Puritanical, 
joyless books, in conflict with the spirit of the times, are 
permitted to remain on the shelves, and are offered to 


children, but are seldom taken, or, if taken, are not 
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read. 1 believe that religious fiction which is improbable 
and extravagant is the worst of all fiction. The books 
should contain enough of the religious and serious ele- 
ment to -promote spiritual development, but at the same 
time should attract by the practical and educational 
interest of the narrative. 

It is not a question of inadequate supply, for good 
books are legion, but it is a question of a proper selection, 
which should always be made by a competent committee 
after reading the books. I very much doubt the pro- 
priety of selecting bocks for the Sunday-school libraries 
designed exclusively for Sunday reading, according to the 
ideas of some persons. Young minds should be fed on 
wholesome literature at all times. 

Next to the selection of the right books comes the 
impartance of bringing them to the notice of the school. 
This can be best accomplished, when additions are made 
to the library, by placing the books on the superintendent s 
desk, and devoting a short time to giving the scholars 
some ideas of the contents of the books. The time con- 

“sumed in this manner is-not lost, because it will be in- 
struction in the line of Christian education, 


V. Work and Consecration. 

When teachers and scholars meet in a perfunctory 
way every Sunday, to devote an hour and a half to sing- 
ing hymns, discussing worldly things, and going over 
the lessons as a matter of habit, or because it is the 
fashion, little good, if any, will result from it. Young 
people of the present age have many attractions to allure 
and keep them from attendance at church and school. 

To help our young people to overcome such tempta- 
tions, they must be made to feel that they are an in- 
tegral part of the church and school, that there is work 
for them to do, and that, in the event of their absence, 
they will be missed. Pray for them, show an interest in 
them, making the cord of Christian love and fellowship 
strong enough to hold the school together. 


Philadelphia. 
. CFO 


Many superintendents are accustomed 
to offer a pre-view of the next quar- 
ter at the quarterly review, taking a 
forward as well as a backward look. In a Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school, on a recent occasion, a printed 
program provided for this division. ‘‘ The Backward 
Look "included lessons learned from lives studied dur- 
ing the quarter, and also personal experiences in testi- 
mony, preceded by songs of this sort: ‘‘ Marching to 
Zion’’ and ‘‘ We are Volunteers.’’ A song, ‘‘ Sound 
the Battle Cry,’’ introduced ‘‘ The Forward Look,’’ the 
second half of the program, with a hint of lessons to be 
learned in the coming quarter, historical and persenal, and 
plans to be pursued, followed by singing ‘‘ Your Mis- 
sion.'' This closing responsive exercise may be of use 
again, or at least suggestive of a method. 


Quarterly Look 
Backward 
and Perward 


Backward and Forward. 


Superintendent.—God grant that our backward look shall not 
be like that of Jacob when he stood before Pharaoh, and said : 

School.—The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred 
and thirty years ; few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the 
life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 

Supt.—But may our backward look be like that of Paul when 
he said : 

School.—\ have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith. 

Supt.—And may no part of our forward look be like that of 
some of the spies who went to spy out the land of Canaan, and 
said : 

Szhool.—We be not able to go up against the people ; for they 
are stronger than we;... there we saw the giants, the sons of 
Anak, which came of the giants ; and we were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. 

~Supt.—But rather let it be like those other words of Paul when 
he said : 

School.—I can do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me. 

oOo 


Lessons in Acts afford a good oppor- 
tunity for stereopticon reviews and 
pre-views. Magic lanterns are not 
yet so common as blackboards in Sunday-school work, 
although in many a college and school a class-room is 
deemed insufficiently supplied without one. However, 
many Sunday-schools do make use of the lantern, even 
in the daytime, by shutting blinds and drawing shades, 
as is often done in college work. . A good oil lantern is 
usually powerful enough, and may be purchased for 


Stereopticon 
Reviews in Acts 
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fifty dollars or less. Many Sunday-schools that have 
seen the usual lantern views on the life of Christ are not 
so familiar with representations of the masterpieces illus- 
trating the history of the early church. In addition to 
views of places mentioned in Acts, to be found in cata- 
logs of optical firms renting or selling lantern-slides, 
“there are numbers on the Ascension of Christ, ‘the Mar- 
tyrdom of Stephen, the Conversion of Saul, and the like. 
Lantern-slides might be made from photographs of 
paintings, such as those of Fra Angelico, Raphael, 
Rubens, Gerome, and Doré, illustrating the lives of 
Stephen, Peter, Paul, and the early Christian martyrs. 
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A Suggestion in the Study of Acts 


By Mary Gates Cone 





So 











HE prospect of a whole year in the study of Acts 
brings pleasure to the teacher. But with this 
privilege comes a peculiar responsibility that the year’s 
work may be complete, and that the entire book may 
henceforth stand out distinctly in our minds as the Book 
of Acts, instead of grasping only a succession of detached 
incidents, even though faithfully taught. 

So many scholars depend wholly upon the quarterly, 
that a great ignorance exists regarding the books of the 
Bible in their entirety, either froma literary, a historical, 
or spiritual point of view. To obviate this to some 
degree, also to arouse interest in Bible study, instead of 
slight preparation on the Sunday-school lesson in order 
to slide through the hour ; to teach method and system 
in work ; to quicken the wits and sharpen the memory, — 
the following plan has been adopted by a class of bright 
girls. 
Let each have a note-book. The first point to be 
considered is the author of Acts. Write the few facts 
and conclusions, and the references. 

Next, the object of the book. For instance, ‘‘ The 
Acts is the history of what the other Comforter said and 
did,’’ ‘*Gospel of the Holy Ghost,’’ and other fuller 
thoughts. 

Third, relation to Gospels and Epistles. For instance, 
‘« The Acts is the sequel to the Gospels, the basis of the 
Epistles,"’ etc. 

For each of the following points reserve one or more 
pages : geography of the book, miracles, visions, con- 
versions, letters, discourses, councils, public trials. Un- 
der these heads make full or simple statements as the 
subjects come up in the lessons, giving also references. 

Then reserve eight or ten pages for notes on persons. 
Under this point valuable training in biography outlining 
can be given and gained. 

Next point : What the ‘book teaches on prayer, noting 
facts and references. 

It is interesting to note that every point of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed finds support in Acts. Write down the first 
thought, ‘‘I believe in God the Father Almighty,’’ and 
leave two or three lines to be filled with references as we 
come to them, and so on with each point. This incites 
interest. 

Next, there are first occasions in Acts. For instance, 
Then, 
For instance, last time Mary, the mother 
of our Lord, is mentioned (1 : 14); last time they de- 
cided by lot (1 : 24-26). 

And, lastly, practical lessons, adding to these each 
week. 

Only a little extra reading is necessary, as the verses 
intervening between the lessons will not be many. It 
will not be necessary to crowd the usual lesson, as these 
points need not be dwelt upon at length, only referred 
to, and some would inevitably come up. Only a few 
points are gained each week. 

It is found that some enjoy taking notes, and the 
books are written up at home. The teacher must guide 
constantly, but only incidentally. The work is to be an 
aid, not in place of the lesson. It is earnestly hoped 
that the plan may help the scholars to see for themselves 
wondrous things. 

The writer is indebted to Robert E. Speer’s ‘‘ Studies 
in the Book of Acts’’ (New York ; International Com- 


first church prayer-meeting, first sermon, etc. 
last occasions. 


mittee of Young Men's Christian Associations) for sug- 
gestions. 
Manchester, Vt. 


HO 


Class spirit and unity may be fos- 
tered, among other things, by meth- 
ods devised for that particular class, 
and, whether simple or elaborate, having an interest 
because unlike stereotyped forms. H. M. Simmons, 
M. D., the teacher of a class of nine young men of the 
senior grade in Brown Memorial Sunday-school, Balti- 
more, Maryland, uses an elaborate four-page folding 
card for each ‘‘ Scholar's. Monthly -Report,’’ pictures 
being its special feature. -On the first cover page is seen 
the whole class in a group, from a photograph, with 
their names below. On the last page is a section map 
of the part of the city in which the boys live, and a 


Monthly Report, 
with Pictures 


schedule indicating ‘‘ the time each scholar should leave 


home to arrive promptly for the opening exercises of the 
school,’’—Allen, 8.45 ; John, 9.15 ; Samuel, 9.25, etc. 
Below is a quotation for the coming month, on Spiritual 
Weather. Within, on the second and third pages, are 
blanks for reports as to lessons and deportment, on the 
scale of ten as the ‘‘standard of excellence.’’ First 
there is a little oval photograph of the particular boy 
whose report this is, pasted within an oval outline 
printed on the card. A minute calendar of the month 
to, be reported follows ; above it a text,—‘‘ He which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ,’""—and below places for answering to 
‘Days Present’’ and ‘‘Days Absent.’’ Under a pic- 
ture of a clock are blanks for reporting ‘‘ Times Prompt’’ 
and ‘‘ Times Late,’’ with the quotation above, ‘‘ Punc- 
tuality begets confidence, and is the sure path to honor 
and respect.’’ So with the other branches pf work: A 
fanciful design representing the Bible as the light of the 
world precedes the report on-‘‘ International Lessons ;’’ 
the ‘‘ Bible History ’’ blank is under a tiny map of Bible 
lands ; a chaplet of leaves indicates honorable ‘ De- 
portment ;’’ a sketch like a blackboard drawing, repre- 
senting an altar-on a cross, with free-will offerings to the 
Lord, precedes the report of ‘‘ Contributions ;’’ and a 
cut of the church stands above the record of ‘‘Church 


Attendance.’’ Over each picture is an appropriate text. 
BW 

Cradie-Rolt The ‘‘ Cradle-Roll idea, for several 

Announcement and years known to mission bands, is 

Certificate spreading into the primary Sunday- 

school. For example, Miss Emma E. Francis, teacher 


of the primary class in the First Congregational Sunday- 
school of Germantown (Philadelphia), announces and 
invites in this way : 

The Cradle Roll includes all infants and children too young to 
attend Sunday-school whose parents or friends will pay for them 
ten cents per year. 

Parents or friends are inyited to bring the little one to the school 
on the Sunday nearest its birthday, to drop its pennies, one for 
each year, into the birthday box. If the child cannot come to 
the school, its birthday pennies can be sent at any convenient time. 

Once each month the names of the members of the Cradle Roll 
will be read to the class, and the children will ask God's blessing 
on the little ones too young to be present. 

Each child will, when enrolled, receive a certificate of member- 

ship. 
The certificate is a card, about four by seven inches, 
containing a picture of the Sunday-school building in 
color,.and the heading, ‘‘ Cradle Roll,’’ in gilt. This. is 
the form, aside from the picture : _ 


Cradle Roll. 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL, GERMANTOWN. 
Primary Department. 
Born . Registered 9... . see es 


Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto me : for of such is the kingdom of heaven."’ 
No. . a Se ee 
j Superintendent. 
The ‘‘ten cents per year’’ is a missionary offering. 
Miss Francis writes: ‘‘On his first anniversary one 
baby boy was brought to the school by his mother to 
drop his penny into the birthday box, which he did 
while the school sang the birthday hymn. He seemed 
pleased with the children’s singing, and, though so 
young, he remained till the end of the session. The 
object of the Cradle Roll is twofold,—first, to make the 
baby a member of the school; and, second, to interest 
the parents in Sunday-school work."’ 




































































Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1897 


x. January 3.—Christ’s Ascension ......- ee Saar Acts 1: 1-14 
2. January ro.—The Holy Spirit Given. ...... +++: Acts 2 : 1-13 
3. January 17.—A Multitude Converted ..-. +++. Acts 2: 32-47 
4. January 24.—The Lame Man Healed......+-+++- Acts 3: 1-16 
5. January 31.—The Boldness of Peter and John. .... . Acts 4: 1-14 
6. February 7.—True and False Giving. ....... Acts 4:32 to 5:18 
7. February 14.—The Prison Opened... . 2... +s Acts 5 : 17-32 
8. February 21.—The First Christian Martyr. . . . Acts6:8-15; 7: 54-60 
9. February 28.—The Disciples Dispersed. . ..... 54+. Acts 8 : 1-17 
xo. March 7.—The EthiopianConvert....... 2.546. Acts 8: 26-40 
11. March 14.—Saul, the Persecutor, Converted. . . . Acts 9: 1-12, 17-20 
12. March 2x.—Christian Self-Restraint. ......i:.. t Cor. 9: 19-27 
13. March 28.—Review. 
a 
Second Quarter, 1897 
x. April 4.—Peter Working Miracles. .......4+++-: Acts 9: 32-43 
2. April 1r.—Conversion of Cornelius . . . . . 6%. sss Acts 10: 30-44 
’ Gentiles Converted at Antioch. ...... Acts 11-19-26 , 

3. Apel 28. — { Or, The Resurrection (Easter) ..... 1 Cor. 15: 12-26 
4. April 25.—Peter Delivered from Prison ........., Acts 12: 5-17 
5. May 2.—Paul Begins his First Missionary Journey. . . . Acts 13: 1-13 


rr re Acts 13 : 26-39 
aa ae he Ee Be Acts 14: 11-22 
Acts 15: 1-6, 22-29 
. . James 2: 14-23 
PES Re Bre James 3: 1-13 
2 Tim, 1: 1-7; 3: 14-17 
Rom. 14: 10-21 


6. May 9.—Paul Preaching to the Jews 
7. May 16.—Paul Preaching to the Gentiles 
8. May 23.—The Conference at Jerusalem 
9. May 30.—Christian Faith Leads to Good Works. . 
xo. June 6.—Sins of the Tongue 
it. June 13.—Paul’s Advice to Timothy 
12. June 20.—Personal Responsibility 
13. June 27.—Review. 


. 


KSA 
Outline Studies 


Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 


a... 
Study 13.—The Early Years of Paul’s 
Work as a Christian Apostle 


Acts 9 : 19 6-30; Gal. 1: 17-24. A.D. 34-37, 37-43- 
Arabia, Damascus, Jerusalem, Syria, Cilicia. 


Immediately after Paul’s conversion he withdrew for a short 
time (perhaps to protect himself from Jewish enemies) into the 
territory of the Arabian king a little distance southeast from 
Damascus. Then, returning to that city, he openly and suc- 
cessfully preached the Messiahship of Jesus among the Jews. 
After about three years of this work, the opposition to him from 
the Damascus Jews became so strong that he was force#to leave 
the city. He went to Jerusalem to see Peter, hoping, probably, 
to establish friendly relations with him in spreading the gos- 
pel, and perhaps through him becoming better acquainted with 
the facts of Christ’s life and his detailed teachings. He en- 
deavored to preach to the Hellenistic Jews of Jerusalem, but 
they would not hear him, and, when they threatened him, he 
withdrew to his old home in Tarsus, being providentially 
guided to missionary work in Syria and Cilicia. In these dis- 


tricts, therefore, he was actively engaged in preaching the 


gospel during the remaining years until A.D. 43. He was 
not known by face to the churches of" ‘adea, nor did he ever 
become so. ; 

I. ANALYSIS OF THE MATERIAL. 

I. Paul preaches Christ to the Damascus Jews (vs. 19 J-22). 

2. Threats of death compel him to leave the city (vs. 23-25). 

3- Paul’s first visit as a Christian to Jerusalem (vs. 26-30). 

Compare carefully with this Acts account the direct state- 
ments of Paul himself in Galatians 1 : 17-24 regarding his 
work during these years, gathéring the additional facts, and 
adjusting the two accounts to each other. 

II, Worp AND Purase Stupy. 

How long a period was the “ certain days ’’ ? (v. 19 ; comp. 
Acts 10 : 48; 15 : 36; 16:12; 24:24; 25:13.) Compare 
with this the similar expression ‘‘ many days ’’ (v. 23 ; comp. 
Acts 9 : 43; 18:18; 27:7). Why are such indefinite indi- 
cations of duration of time used by the historian? Does 
** straightway ’’ (v. 20) mean after the conversion, or after the 
certain days? On Paul’s preaching in the synagogues com.- 
pare Jesus’ practice (Matt. 12:9; Mark 6:2; Luke4: 16; 
John 18: 20), Why ‘‘ Son of God ”’ (v. 20) rather than Mes- 
siah ?_ On verse 21 compare Acts 9: 1, 2; Galatians 1 : 23. 
What kind of strength? (v. 22.) What is meant by ‘con- 
founded ’’ ? (v. 22.) On verse 25 compare 2 Corinthians 
II : 32, 33; Joshua 2:15; 1 Samuel 19: 12. 
mention of disciples of Paul (v. 25). Meaning of ‘‘ assayed ’’ ? 
(v. 26.) Meaning of the phrase ‘‘ going in and going out’? ? 
(v. 28.) On ‘Grecian Jews’’ (v. 29) compare Revised Ver- 
sion, marginal reading, and Acts 6 : 1, 8-10. Locate Cesarea 
upon the map. Why was Paul taken thither, to be sent on 
his way to Tarsus ? 


Observe the 


IIL. Topics ror CONSIDERATION. 


1. Paul's Christian Activity in Damascus. How soon 
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after his conversion did Paul begin his- Christian ministry in 
Damascus? Where and to whom did he preach? Why to 
them? What was his message? (vs. 20, 22.) What were 
his arguments to prove (v. 22) that Jesus was the Messiah ? 
How long after his conversion was it that Paul left Damascus 
and went to Jerusalem ? (Gal. 1: 17, 18.). Are we to under- 
stand that these three years were spent almost wholly in 
preaching the gospel in Damascus? Did the Arabian sojourn 
mentioned in Galatians 1 : 17 precede the work in that city? 
Why has the Acts historian made no reference to this sojourn 
in Arabia? Consider the better view of this sojourn,—that it 
did not take Paul far from Damascus, that it was of short 
duration, and that it was probably for escape from immediate 
danger to himself on account of his joining the Christian cause. 
See Ramsay, ‘‘St. Paul the Traveller,’’ p. 380 (New York: 
G. P. Putnam’s Sons); Weizsicker, ‘‘ Apostolic Age of the 
Christian Church,’’ Vol, I, p. 95 (New York : G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons). Why was Paul compelled to leave Damascus ? 
did he make his escape ?. Whither did he go? 

2. Paul's First Visit as a Christian to Jerusalem, 
carefully Galatians 1 : 18, 19, in connection with Acts 9 : 26- 
30. In what year did this first Christian visit of Paul to Jeru- 
salem take place? What was Paul’s purpose in going 
thither? Why did he wish to visit Peter? Whom else did he 
see in the city at this time? Were the other apostles away 
from the city at the time, that he did not see them also? If 
so, why? How long did Paul stay in Jerusalem at this time ? 
(Gal. 1: 18.) What was the first feeling of the Jerusalem 
Christians towards him, and why? How was this changed ? 
How came Barnabas to know of, and vouch for, the genuine- 
ness of Paul's adherence to Christianity? How can Acts 9: 
28, 29, be adjusted with Galatians 1 : 22-24? To what class 
of Jews in Jerusalem did Paul undertake to preach Jesus as 
Messiah? Why to them? Compare his experience in this 
respect with Stephen’s (Acts 6:9, 10). Would they also 
have killed Paul? How was he protected from them? Ob- 
serve that, in Acts 22: 17-21, Paul is reported to have given as 
the reason for leaving Jerusalem at this time a directly communi- 
cated command from Christ and an immediate commission to 
the Gentiles. How adjust the two accounts ? 

3. Pauls Period of Preaching in Syria and Cilicia. 
Where was Paul between his first Christian visit to Jerusalem 
and his call to the work in Antioch in A.D. 43? (Acts 11:25, 
26; comp. Acts 9 : 30; Gal.1:21.) Was he busily engaged 
during this period in preaching the gospel and establishing 
churches in Syria and Cilicia? (comp. Acts 15 : 23, 41.) 
Was his work among Jews chiefly, or Gentiles, —that is, had 
he yet entered upon his distinctively Gentile mission? Why 
has so little been recorded about this important period of 
Paul’s work? Observe that the regions of Syria and Cilicia 
formed the next territorial stage in the expansion of the gospel 
from Jerusalem to Rome. 


YX 
Lesson 13, March 28, 1897 


First Quarterly Review 


How 


Study 


Home Readings 


-—Acts 1: 1-14. 
-—Acts 3: 
—Acts 4: 
T.—Acts 5: 
P.--Acts 6: 
S.—Acts 8: 
S.—Acts 9: 


The ascension. 

1-16. The lame man healed. 

i-14- The boldness of Peter and John. 
17-32. The prison opened. 

8-15; 7: §4-60. The first Christian martyr. 
26-40. The Ethiopian convert. 

i*12, 17-20. Saul, the persecutor, converted. 


ASS 
Titles and Golden Texts 


GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: We are labourers to- 
gether with God.—t Cor. 3: 9. 


24% 


I, CHRIST'S ASCENSION. 
While he blessed them, he was parted from them, and car- 
ried up into heaven.—Luke 24 + 51. 
2. THE HOLY .SPIRIT GIVEN. 
They were all filled with the Holy Ghost.—Acés 2 : 4. 
3. A MULTITUDE CONVERTED. 
The promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off.—Acés 2 : 39. 
4. THE LAME MAN HEALED. 


His name, through faith in his name, hath made this man 

strong.—Acts 7 - 16. 
5. THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN. 

There is none other name under heaven given among men, 

whereby we must be saved.—Acés ¢ : 12. 
6. TRUE AND FALSE GIVING. 

Man looketh on the outward*appearance, but the Lord look- 

eth on the heart.—z Sam. 16 + 7. 
7. THE PRISON OPENED. 
We ought to obey God rather than men.—Acés 5 : 29. 
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8. THE FIRST CHRISTIAN. MARTYR. 
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life.—Rev. 2. 20. 
9. THE DISCIPLES DISPERSED. 
They that were scattered abroad went every where preach- 
ing the word.—Acés 8 - 4. 





10. THE ETHIOPIAN CONVERT. 


Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same 
Scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.—Acés & + 35. 


Il. SAUL, THE PERSECUTOR; CONVERTED, 


This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. —z Zim, £7 15. 


12. CHRISTIAN SELF-RESTRAINT. /*% 
Every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all 
things. —7 Cor. 9 + 25. 
13. REVIEW. 


The word of God grew and multiplied.—Acés z2 + 24, 


ASSY 
Topics and Outlines 


TOPIC OF THE QUARTER: The Church at Work. 


1, Topic: Witnessing the Lord’s Ascension, 
1. The Lord’s Earthly Ministry, 
2.’ The Lord’s Triumphal Ascension, 


OUTLINE : 
‘ 3. The Apostles’ New Career, 


2. Toric: Receiving the Holy Spirit. 
1. Startling Appearances, 
2. Abundant Evidences. 
3. Diverse Results. 


OUTLINE : 
3. Toric: Gathering the First Converts. 
1. Strong Statement. 
OUTLINE: 4 2. Urgent Appeal. 
3- Splendid Response. 
4. Toric: Doing Wonders in His Name. 
1. A Great Opportunity. 
OUTLINE ; 2. A Wonderful Work, 
3. A Powerful Name. 
5: Toric: Testifying with Holy Boldness. 
1, Summary Arrest. 
OUTLINE: <4 2. Courageous Deportment, 
3. Splendid Results. 
6. Toric : Consecrating Worldly Goods. 
crriwa . J t+ Sincerity in Giving. 
OMTLIRS 3 is Hypocrisy in Giving. 
7. Toric: Experiencing Marvelous Deliverances, 
1. Delivered from Prison, 
OUTLINE ;: {2 


Delivered from Persecution, 
3. Delivered from Fear. 


8. Toric : Suffering Death for the Master, 


1. A Model Christian. 
OUTLINE : 2. A Base Conspiracy. 
3. A Triumphant Death. 
9. Topic: Preaching the Word to the Many, 
1. Scattered Preachers. 
2. Effective Ministrations. 
3. Worthless Enlargement. 
4. Divine Enduement. 


OUTLINE : 


10; Topic: Preaching the Word to the Individual, 
1. The Men Concerned. 
OUTLINE : {2 The Opportunity Met. 
3. The Results Reached. 
11. Topic: Gaining a Helper from the Enemy. 
1. The Perseéutor, 
OUTLINE: 4 2. The Conqueror, 
3. The Convert. 
12. Toric: Striving for Self- Mastery. 


heat temaies” o 1. Self-Strrender. 
OUTLINE : { 2. Self-Mastery. 


ASA 
Review Bible-Lights * 


Lesson 1.— Superintendent: And when he had said these 
things, as they were looking, he was taken up; and a tlowd 
received him out of their sight. And while they were looking 
stedfastly into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 
them if white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye looking into heaven? this Jesus, which was 
received up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye beheld him going into heaven (Acts 1 : 9-11), 

Scholars : While he blessed them, he was parted from them, 
and carried up into heaven (Luke 24 : 51). 

Teachers : If 1 go apd prepare altace for you, I come again, 
and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also (John 14 : 3). 

All: Amen: come, Lord Jesus (Rev. 22 : 20). 

Lesson 2.— Superintendent: And when the day of Pente- 
cost was now come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of the rushing of 





1 Notr.—Any number of copies of the Review Bible-Lights, printed on 
single sheets, for convenient use, may be had of the publishers of The 
Sunday School Times. Price, postpaid, 75 cents per hundred. 
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a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sit- 
ting. And there appeared unto them tongues parting asun- 
der, like as of fire; and it sat upon each one of them (Acts 
2; 1-3). 

Scholars: They were all filled with the Holy Ghost (Acts 
2:4). 

Teachers: If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts wnto your children, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (Luke 
11: 13.) 

All: Ask, and it shall be given you (Luke 11 ; 9). 


Lesson 3.—Superintendent Now when they heard this, 
they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do? And Peter 
$aid unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins ; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2 : 37, 38). 

Scholars: The promise is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off (Acts 2 : 39). 

Teachers: This is the promise which he promised us, even 
the life eternal (1 John 2 : 25). 

All; Let us fear therefore, lest haply, a promise being left 
of entering into his rest, any one of you should seem to have 
come short of it (Heb. 4 : 1). 


Lesson 4.—Superiniendent; And as he held Peter and 
John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that 
is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. And when Peter saw 
it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why mar- 
vel ye at this man? or why fasten ye your eyes«n us, as 
though by our own power or godliness we had made him to 
walk? (Acts 3: 11, 12.) 

Scholars: His name, through faith in his name, hath made 
this man strong (Acts 3: 16). 

_ Teachers: Vea, the faith which is through him hath given 
him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all (Acts 
3: 16). 

Ali; By him every one that believeth is justified from all 
things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses (Acts 13 : 39). 


Lesson 5.— Superintendent; Be it known unto you all, and 
to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even in him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
He is the stone which was set at nought of you the builders, 
~>which-was made the head of the corner (Acts 4 ;: 10, 11), 

Scholars; There is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4: 12). 

Teachers; He that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him (John 3 : 36). 

All; Save, Lord; we perish (Matt. 8 : 25), 

Lesson 6.—Suferintendent: But Peter said, Ananias, 
why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and 
to keep back part of the price of the land? Whiles it re- 
mained, did it not remain thine own? and after it was sold, 
was it not in thy power? How is it that thou hast conceived 
this thing in thy heart ? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto 
God (Acts 5 : 3, 4). 

Scholars: Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart (1 Sam. 16 ; 7). 

Teachers; There is nothing covered up, that shall not be 
revealed : and hid, that shall not be known (Luke 12 : 2), 

All; Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow (Psa. 51 : 7). 


Lesson 7.— Superintendent; And the high priest asked 
them, saying, We straitly charged you not to teach in this 
name: and behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your teach- 
ing, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us (Acts 
5: 27, 28). 

Scholars: We ought to obey God rather than men (Acts 
5: 29). 

Teachers: Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams (1 Sam. 15 : 22), 

Ail: The Lord our God will we serve, and unto his voice will 
we hearken (Josh. 24 : 24). 


Lesson 8.— Superintendent: And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon the Lord, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a lou voice, 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep (Acts 7 : 59, 60). 

Scholars: Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life (Rev. 2 : 10). 

Zeachers: Blessed is the man that endureth temptation : 
for when he hath been approved, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord promised to them that love him (Jas. 

$12). 

All; Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last 
end be like his! (Num, 23 : 10.) 

Lesson 9.— Superintendent: And there arose on that day 
& great persecution against the church which was in Jerusa- 
lem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the 
regions of Judza and Samaria, except the apostles (Acts § : 1). 

Scholars; They that were scattered abroad went every 
where preaching the word (Acts 8 : 4). 
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Teachers: Ag ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand (Matt. 10 : 7). 

All; Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all the people (Luke 2 : 10). 

Lesson 10.—Superintendent: And Philip ran to him, and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, Understandest 
thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except 
some one shall guide me? And he besought Philip to come 
up and sit with him. ... And the eunuch answered Philip, 
and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of 
himself, or of some other? (Acts 8 : 30, 31, 34-) 

Scholars: Then. Philip opened his mouth, and began at the 
same Scripture, and preached unto him Jesus (Acts 8 : 35). 

Teachers : Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to the whole creation (Mark 16 : 15). 

All; 1 am not ashamed of the gospel : for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth (Rom. 1 : 16). 


Lesson 11.—Superiniendent: Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, who appeared unto thee in the way which thou 
camest, hath sent me, that thou mayest receive thy sight, and 
be filled with the Holy Ghost. And straightway there fell 
from his eyes as it were scales, and he received his sight ; and 
he arose and was baptized ; and he took food and was strength- 
ened (Acts 9 : 17-19), 

Scholars: This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners 
(1 Tim, 1 : 15). 

Teachers : The path of the righteous is as the shining light, 
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day (Prov. 4 : 18). 

All; Lord, lift thou the light of thy countenance upon us 
(Psa. 4 : 6). 

Lesson 12.— Superintendent: 1 therefore so run, as- not 
uncertainly ; so fight I, as not beating the air; but I buffet 
my body, and bring it into bondage : lest by any means, after 
that I have preached to others, I myself should be rejected 
(1 Cor. 9 : 26, 27). 

Scholars; Every man that striveth for the mastery is tem- 
perate in all things (1 Cor. 9 : 25). 

Teachers : . lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us (Heb. 12 : 1). 

All; Looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our 
faith (Heb. 12 : 2). 


Let us.. 
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Superintendent: We are labourers together with God (1 Cor. 
3: 19). 

All; Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling ; 
for it is God which worketh in you both to will and to work, 
for his good pleasure (Phil, 2 : 12, 13). 


Recapitulation 


°* three months the lessons have been marshaled under 
the general topic, ‘‘ The Church at Work,’’_the specific 
topics under it being formulated thus : 


The Church at Work 


. Witnessing the Lord’s Ascension. 

. Receiving the Holy Spirit. 

. Gathering the First Converts, 

. Doing Wonders in his Name. 

. Testifying with Holy Boldness, 

. Consecrating Worldly Goods, 
Experiencing Marvelous Deliverances, 
. Suffering Death for the Master. 

. Preaching the Word to the Many. 

. Preaching the Word to the Individual. 
. Gaining a Helper from the Enemy. 

. Striving for Self-Mastery, 
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The pertinence of the quarter’s Golden Text, ‘* We are 
labourers together with God’’ (1 Cor. 3: 9), is obvious. 
Severally considered, the lessons touch the general topic and 
Golden Text as set forth below. 

Lesson 1.—Jesus has finished his earthly work, and to his 
disciples is granted the crowning honor of ‘‘ Witnessing the 
Lord’s Ascension,’’ (1.) The Lord’s Earthly Ministry is 
recounted, (2) The Lord’s Triumphal Ascension is beheld, 
and (3) The Apostles’ New Career, as they address themselves 
to their appointed duties, is begun. 

Lesson 2.—Obediently and devoutly the disciples await the 
p‘omised coming of power from on high, and, when the Day 
of Pentecost was fully come, we behold them “ Receiving the 
Holy Spirit.’’ (1.) Startling Appearances inaugurate this 
scene, (2) Abundant Evidences attest the display, and (3) 
Diverse Results are reached, though all tend to advance the 
work of the church. 

Lesson 3.—Magnificent fruitage of the Spirit’s coming 
quickly appears in the church’s privilege of ‘‘ Gathering the 
First Converts.’’ There is (1) Strong Statement of truth, 
(2) Urgent Appeal that it be received, and (3) Splendid Re- 
sponse in the addition of three thousand souls to the church, 

Lesson 4.—Power in the church is seen further as the apos- 
tles appear ‘‘ Doing Wonders in his Name.’’ The cripple at 
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the Gate Beautiful affords Peter and John (1) A Great Oppor- 
tunity; their ready healing of the man was beyond question 
‘(2) A Wonderful Work, while the name of Jesus, in which 
the miracle was wrought, showed it to be, beyond all others, 
(3) A Powerful Name. 

Lesson 5.—Attention naturally turns to those who did such 
works, and did them so publicly, and this notoriety gives op- 
portunity for ‘‘ Testifying with Holy Boldness,’’—an oppor- 
tunity which Peter and John were not slow to use. Jealousy 
leads to (1) Summary Arrest of these men. Arrested and 
arraigned, -they display (2) Courageous Deportment before the 
sanhedrin, which attempts to overawe them ; but (3) Splendid 
Results are achieved in the impression m-de for Jesus, and in 
the silencing of the accusers. 

Lesson 6.—A conspicuous feature in the early disciples was 
their cheerful act of ‘* Consecrating Worldly Goods.’’ (1.) 
Sincerity in Giving was illustrated by many noble examples, 
while (2) Hypocrisy in Giving was detected and punished in 
Ananias and Sapphira. 

Lesson 7.—But gathering storms opened the way for ‘* Ex- 
periencing Marvelous Deliverances.’’ Arrested and cast into 
prison by the rulers, the apostles, under God’s favoring 
providences, were (1). Delivered from Prison, (2) Delivered 
from Persecution, and (3) Delivered from Fear, though sur- 
rounded by foes and assailed by threats. 

Lesson 8.—In Stephen the opposition culminates, and we 
behold him, the protomartyr, ‘‘ Suffering Death for the Mas- 
ter.’’ As (1) A Model Christian, both in character and con- 
duct, he shines forth. But even he is the victim of (2) A 
Base Conspiracy, which brings upon him the penalty of 
stoning, under which, however, he dies (3) A Triumphant 
Death. 

Lesson 9.—The martyrdom of Stephen lets loose fierce per- 
secution against others, who are driven from Jerusalem, but 
who go in all directions ‘‘ Preaching the Word to the Many.”’ 
In the lesson we behold (1) Scattered Preachers, (2) Effective 
Ministrations, (3) Worthless Enlargement, in addition to that 
which is good, and (4) Divine Enduement, as God bestows 
the Holy Spirit on the newly gathered converts. 

Lesson 10,—To emphasize the value of one, as distinct 
from the many, the next view presents Philip ‘‘ Preaching the 
Word to the Individual.’’ (1,) The Men Concerned, Philip 
and the eunuch, are pictured. The opportunity is described, 
and we see (2) The Opportunity Met, while (3) The Results 
Reached are most satisfactory in themselves, and far-reaching 
in their beneficent influences. , 

Lesson H1.—Aggressive warfare is now begun in earnest 
by the Captain of Salvation, and we see him ‘ Gaining a 
Helper from the Enemy.’’ (1.) The Persecutor, Saul of 
Tarsus, is presented in all his relentless zeal. (2.) The Con- 
queror, Christ, meets and subdues him ; and (3) The Convert, 
submissive as a lamb, is led into Damascus, and into the light 
and life of a Christian. 

Lesson 12.—Here Paul, as an ideal for all to imitate, ap- 
pears ‘‘ Striving for Self-Mastery,’’ illustrating (1) Self-Sur- 
render, in which all that is non-essential to Christian character 
is given up for the saving of others; and (2) Self-Mastery, in 
which every personal power is brought into subjection to the 
will and the work of Christ. 

In all these lessons the Church, in her united capacity or 
in the person of her individual members, is at work ; and God 
is working with her, as the quarter’s Golden Text affirms, 
** We are labourers together with God.’’ 
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Review Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


|* WE put ourselves in the place of the little band of 

Galileans round Christ, during the last days of their 
Master’s life, and for the six weeks that followed his death, 
we may realize in some measure the measureless excitement 
that must have agitated them. Firmly believing that, as the 
Messiah, he was sent by God to ‘ restore Israel ’’ as the great 
world-power, and expecting the highest places, at his right 
hand and his left, in that kingdom, they, to their horror, saw 
him suffer the death of a slave amidst the jeers of the native 
aristocracy, —their high-priests and the people at large. But, 
on the third day, they had found the grave unable to hold 
him captive, and, for forty days after, had met him, conv¥ersed 
with him, and listened to his counsels, Finally, they had seen 
him ascend to the right hand of God, and, a week /after, had 
received the sublime attestation of the divine approval of his 
Messianic glory by the descent on them of the Holy Spirit, 
with all its wondrous endowments. 

The enthusiasm thus excited must have been beyond words. 
Nor is proof wanting of its having been so, for the transfor- 
mation of the timid and humble fishermen of Galilee into the 
noble and powerful confessors and proclaimers of the new 
faith they presently became, is itself the demonstration that 
some mighty influence had thus raised them, as it were, above 
themselves, Their intense earnestness, heightened in its effect 
by the miracle of Pentecost, naturally proved contagious ; so 
that the Church sprang at once into a body numbering thou- 























sands, and, as these came from widely separated lands, the 
message of Christ was thus scattered forthwith from the east 
to the west over the habitable world. 

But the gift of tongues was soon shown to 
sult of the power given by the Holy Spirit. As Christ had 
promised, the apostles were able to heal the afflicted by the 
majesty of his name, as the lame man at the temple gate pres- 
ently found. Yet, while thus able to restore the most griev- 
ously afflicted by a word, the strange spectacle was seen, of 
the workers of such heavenly wonders being left by God, of 
course with design, so absolutely poor, that they could say 
the$"were unable to give even the mite needed for alms to a 
beggar. ‘‘Silver and gold,” said they, ‘‘ we have none.” 
So it has always been with the agents of great spiritual move- 
ments! They have always shown the reality of their profes- 
sions by their extreme poverty. John the Baptist had his 
locusts and wild honey for his ministerial reward in this world ; 
Christ had not where to lay his head ; the apostles frankly de- 
clared they were penniless ; the first Christians were lowly 
enough ; the monks who, in their early, better days won 
nations to the cross, had nothing; the friars who, at a later 
day, once more saved England and Europe from paganism, 
were literally beggars ; Wyclif’s ‘‘ poor preachers ’’ were as 
penniless as the apostles ; John Wesley’s itinerants were no 
less poor; and we might, even nearer our own times, give 
further illustrations of the same truth. 

But poverty, without divine love, is as worthless in the 
battle for Christ as comfort and ease, with the same radical 
defect. We may sell our goods to feed the poor, and even 
die as martyrs in the fire, and if charity—that is, love—be 
wanting, it profits nothing. Self-denial is the only soil for 
growing spiritual heroism! The deceit of Ananias and his 
wife shows that, even from the first, the evil nature was only 
scotched, not killed, in many who, in a measure, identified 
themselves with Christianity. But there can be no true reli- 
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thought with him, in the conscientious breast of the future 
apostle, and these, when driven home by the awful vision on 
the Damascus road, turned him from a persecutor to the most 
earnest defender of what he had so labored to destroy. He 
had, all through, desired intensely to serve God, and needed 
only to be shown that he was on the wrong road, and to have 
the right ope pointed out, to turn into it with the divine en- 
thusiasm of his whole noble soul. 


Bournemouth, England. 
KSA 


Review Lesson Thoughts 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HE Ascension is the foundation of the whole of this book. 
Necessarily, therefore, Luke links his Gospel and the 
Acts together by a second account of it. 

Two points especially are made prominent in Lesson 1,— 
the last interview, and the transcendent act of ascension itself. 
In the interview, the prohibition of departing from Jerusalem 
implies that the apostles would naturally have gone back to 
Galilee, and so have abandoned the vantage-ground of Jeru- 
salem, It snapped all early ties, and taught them to realize 
that their office was the first thing, and their convenience or 
safety only second. The promise of the Spirit, not now given 
for the first time, is now brought very near. It precedes 
commandments to witness, for Jesus ever gives ere he com- 
mands, and fits beforehand for every duty. 

The apostles’ high-strung expectations of the immediate 
revelation of the kingdom were right, inasmuch as Jesus is 
the Bringer of it, and wrong since its revelation is not an act 
of sudden power, and a weary way lies before us ere that day. 
We too are shut out from knowledge of times and seasons. 
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gion where there is any want of absolute straightforwardness, 
whether in public, private, or business life. Are there any 
still, who seek to pass off for better than they really are, in our 
churches, in families, or in society? Is all the money clean 
that is given to Christianity; and, if not, can a clean thing 
come out of an unclean? 

The release of Peter and John from the temple prison, when 
arrested for preaching the Messiahship of one whom the tem- 
ple authorities had crucified, seems to have daunted these 
opponents for a time; but the, suspicion of charity towards 
the heathen, and of depreciation of the temple service and the 
rabbinical rites, and even of the temple itself, by Stephen, 
having roused the fanatics of Judaism against him, was eagerly 
seized as the pretext for a bitter persecution. This, however, 
seems to have been directed specially against the Greek- 
speaking Jews, or Hellenists ; for the apostles were able to 
remain undisturbed in Jerusalem, when the church was scat- 
tered, to escape the myrmidons of the priests. They had, in 
fact, adhered so loyally to the ‘‘ customs ’’ of the Pharisees, 
that they found favor, when the followers of Stephen were 
being hunted down, from house to house. 

But as the storms of winter scatter the seed of a future 
vigorous spring, the rage of the fanatical Jews spread, far and 
near, the seed of a wider Christianity. For, from the time 
of Stephen, we read of churches being established in many 
towns and villages of Judea, on the coast plain, in Phenicia 
and Syria, and, especially, in Antioch, which, erelong, became 
the “ mother church ” of Gentile Christianity. 

Nor was this the only happy mitigation of the calamity. To 
the death of Stephen may be traced the conversion and the 
wide catholicity of Paul. It raised doubts as to the justness 
of his zeal against such a man, and the blameless people who 





Our part is to work and witness. That witness is the best 
antidote to curious and unlearned questions. It can be done 
by all Christians, The Spirit fits for it. It is to be done in 
an ever-expanding sphere. 

The ascension is told with lofty simplicity, and a strange 
impression of calm breathes over it. No chariots of fire or 
whirlwind accompanied the rise of Jesus to his ‘‘own calm 
home, his habitation from eternity.’’ The cloud, which hid 
him before he had risen so high as to be invisible, was the 
symbol of the divine presence, and its luster was not strange 
tohim. Two things the apostles bore away from Olivet, — 
the assurance of Christ’s bodily, visible return ; and the obliga- 
tion of filling the time till he returned with expectance, prayer, 
fellowship, and witness. 

The first consequence of the ascension was Pentecost. 
Lesson 2 notes the preparation for the gift, in waiting and 
prayer. These are still the prerequisites for its possession. 
The gift itself was heralded by an audible and by a visible 
sign. The sound of tempest while all was calm symbolized 
the strong, life-giving, free Spirit. It apparently ceased, and 
the visible fire, an equally familiar emblem of the same Spirit, 
expressed its cleansing, assimilating power, and the enthusiasm 
of fervent zeal which it would kindle. The actual gift was 
bestowed on each, as it still is, in the measure of capacity. 
That varied, but each was filled. All had it, and it did more 
for them than made them able to speak with tongues, That 
miracle was a passing manifestation of a perpetual gift. It 
zeversed Babel, and prophesied the universal preaching of the 
gospel. It showed how fulness with the Spirit will make the 
dumb eloquent. If we were so filled, there would fewer of us 


be tongue-tied in proclaiming Christ. 
Lesson 3 gives a fair glimpse of the radiant dawn of the 
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church, too soon overclouded, but a prophecy of what will one 
day be and abide. The gift of the Spirit wrought in Peter 
courage and clear discernment. His bold words ‘ pricked”’ 
like a spear thrust into the hearts of his hearers, He asserted 
Jesus to be Messiah and Lord, and pointed to the resurrection 
and ascension as irrefragable proofs. 
formed from a coward to a hero. 
transform him ? 


He has been trans- 
What had happened to 


The same Spirit who wrought the change on him worked on 
his hearers, convincing them of sin. The same Spirit came 
on them more fully on. their repentance and baptism. The 
same Spirit is given down through all generations and out 
through all lands to all ‘who hear and obey God’s call. The 
operation of that Spirit was gloriously manifested in the unity 
of the church in belief, affection, worship, in the awe which 
it inspired, in an expression of brotherhood overcoming natural 
self-regard,—-namely, the voluntary sharing of property, —and 
in the daily life of the disciples, who, while. still adhering to 
the temple worship, had their true life in the homes where 
every meal was a Lord’s Supper. 
men to it, 


Such a church will draw 
Holy, Christ-like living is a magnet. 

In Lesson 4 a further effect of the gift of the Spirit comes to 
view,—the power of working miracles. The cure of the lame 
man is told at length, partly because it was one of the earliest 
apostolic miracles, and partly because it led to important 
consequences. We note the publicity of the cure, the spon- 
taneity of the apostles’ action, the abjuring of all power by 
them, and the emphasis with which, in this first recorded mira- 
cle, ‘‘ the Name "’ is proclaimed as the worker, and ‘ faith in 
the Name ’’ as the condition of conferring and of receiving 
the cure. Peter’s sermon travels over the same ground as all 
his addresses of this period, and the lesson taught by the 
whole incident is that that name is the one source of salva- 
tion, and faith in it the one demand on us. 

In Lesson § the first blast of the storm breaks. ‘The first 
collision with civil authority is a type of all subsequent ones, 
The assailants were influenced by different motives, but united 
in detesting these troublers of Israel. The arrest was not by 
the authority of the sanhedrin, and, when the two apostles 
were taken, their captors do not seem to have known what to 
do next. So they shut them up for the night, and summoned 
the council to determine the next step. The procedure of the 
council betrays embarrassment. It was no crime to preach, 
The apostles are not questioned about that, but a trap is laid 
for them in the question as to the authority by which they had 
**done /¢his,’’—as the questioners contemptuously designate 
the miracle. If the answer was as expected, a charge of blas- 
phemy might be reared on it. 

Peter’s bold answer is said to be one more result of his 
being filled with the Spirit. Itis indeed a wonderful response, 
remembering the speaker’s antecedents. He acknowledges 
the council’s authority, is calm enough to be sarcastic about the 
oddness of being found fault with for a ‘* good deed,’’ and 
then opens out in clear, triumphant tones his now familiar 
proclamation of the mighty Name. He presses home the guilt 
of the blind builders to whom he spoke, he lovingly offers 
them salvation, and lifts high the Name as the only means 
thereof. His boldness upset the plans of the council. They 
were awed, and for the moment cowed. It was hard to con- 
demn the apostles when the lame man, who had never stood, 
was standing there beside them, 

Lesson 6 is like a landing-place on a stair, where Luke 
pauses to sum up the state of the church. The results of the 
first persecution, acting on a community filled with the Spirit, 
are given in a fair picture. The recent large accessions had 
been assimilated. Oneness of heart and soul was manifested 
in community of goods, whiéh,..as not compulsory, but the 
outcrop of brotherhood. The threatenings of the enemy in- 
creased the apostle’s boldness in witnessing, as ‘‘ the more a 
torch is shook, the more it shines.’’ The whole church was 
clothed with ‘‘ great grace.’’ 

But there were tares in the field. the con- 
trasted pictures of Barnabas’s sincere liberality and Ananias 
and Sapphira’s trick. 


So we have 


Wherever some high impulse moves 
the community, there will be selfish hypocrites who seek 
credit by seeming to share it. Ananias follows Barnabas, as 
surely as shadow does substance. Perhaps the miserable 
couple sold their land with a pure intention of handing over 
the proceeds, but sight of the money was too much for them. 
Their essential guilt was in the lie, whatever their motive, 
That lie had a double source. Satan had filled the heart, but 
the heart had opened to let the evil influence fill it. What a 
contrast between being, filled with the Spirit and with that 
poison! We keep the doors of our hearts, and are responsi- 
ble for letting in the guests. The severe punishment was not 
inflicted by Peter, nor, in Ananias’s case, foreseen by him. The 
Lord of the churches smote, in order to keep his church pure, 
and to show to all ages that he tries the hearts. 

Lesson 7 is the first of three bearing on persecution and its 
effects. Its great feature is its clear utterance of the principle 
which lies at the root of all Christian heroism and martyrdom, 
The note then struck has sounded through the centuries, 
** Men,’’ as Peter, in bold denial of their claim to speak with 
divine authority, calls them, said, Be silent; God, through 
his angel, said, Speak. Which was to be obeyed? Prisons 
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and death could not daunt; Ananias [the high-priesi] might 

bluster and do his worst, but the worst he could do could not 

gag such men;-*** When God commands to take the trumpet 
and to blow,’’ vainly do human authorities order silence. 

Peter put into plaih words the thought which has been the 

Magna Charta of conscience, and the parent of the noblest 

deeds the world has seen. 

Lesson 8 shows how the death which is our life was copied 
in the death of the first martyr. The likeness began with the 
trial, —for Stephen, like Jesus, was charged with designs to de- 
stroy the temple. His teaching had probably given promi- 
nence to the truth, not yet clear to the purely Jewish part of 
the Church, but which his Hellenistic origin had helped him 
to learn, that Christ was ‘‘ the end of the law for righteous- 
ness,’’ but the witnesses were false, as were those against his 
Lord, because they distorted the spirit, even if they reproduced 
“the letter, of his words. The vision of the open heavens and 
the Christ standing ready to help, at God’s right hand, was 
due to his being filled with the Spirit, as is expressly said. 
That vision was for encouragement to all ages of sufferers for 
Jesus, even if Jesus has risen from his throne, not to launch 
thunder at the persecutors, but to receive his servant’s soul. 
This first of the long series prays as Christ had prayed on 
the cross, but his prayers are directed to Jesus, while Jesus’ 
were addressed to the Father. The servant prays, ‘‘ Receive 
my spirit,’’ while Jesus had said, ‘‘I commend my spirit,’’ 
thereby implying the voluntariness of his death. 
asks Jesus not to lay this sin to their charge, thereby implying 
that he was judge ; 
: them.’’ But the whole coloring of Stephen’s death is due 
to Christ's. 

The remaining lessons deal with the church’s expansion, 
which was a direct result of the persecution. Violence kicked 
the coals out of the brazier, but that did not put the fire out, 
but spread it. Wherever one fell, it flamed. 
disciples became missionaries. They were not officials, nor 
had they any man-given charge to preach, but they carried 
their faith with them, and spontaneously, instinctively, they 
spoke about it. 
and are filled with the Spirit, always do. 

One line of expansion was pursued by Philip, the ‘ dea- 
con.’’ 
more effectual preacher than most of the apostles were. 
Stephen dies, Philip steps into the empty place. 
gaps in the ranks. Philip fled to Samaria for safety, but, 
being there, preached.. 
travel so? A new foe met him in Simon Magus, a character- 
istic product of a time when belief in the old religions was 
crumbling, and the world was feeling after something to fill 
the aching void. Samaria welcomed what Jerusalem had re- 
jected. The transference of the kingdom to the Gentiles has 
begun, and they hear gladly. How little Philip knew the im- 
portance of the step which he took at the bidding of a Chris- 
tian heart! 


The servant 
the Lord had said, ‘‘ Father, forgive 


So may ours be, if we live by faith in him. 


The dispersed 


So all who have a living hold of their faith, 


His office was to serve tables, but Jesus made him a 
Jesus fills 


Do modern Christians utilize their 


The first collision of the gospel with heathen 
magic foreshadows the after history. 
by the real miracle-worker, and seems to be converted; but 

* his belief only makes him wish for like power. 

ears for the word, but only eyes for wonders, and wants to 

carry on his old trade with a new partner. The alliance has 
not always been so decisively repudiated as it was by Philip. 


The pretender is awed 


He has no 


The apostles’ deputation to Samaria’was not to give gifts of 
which they held a monopoly, but to show sympathy, and to 
draw close the bonds with the new converts. 

Philip’s work was to carry the gospel still further afield, and 
his next step was so great that it needed special commands. 
Like us all, he was sent on an errand, the full nature of which 
was not told at first. 
see one step at a time. 
we may be sure that we shall find unexpected work when we 
get there ; and he who does the duty incumbent at the mo- 
ment will find the path opening as he travels. 


Unlike some of us, he was content to 
If present duty sends us anywhere, 


Surely, the 
meeting of Philip and the Ethiopian courtier on that lonely 
road, at the moment when the latter was reading the great 
And, 
since there is no record of the eunueh’s conversion shaving 


evangelical prophecy, was brought about by Jesus. 


been important in the expansion of the church, it is a signal 
proof that Christ cares for individual souls. 

Philip was left undirected as to how to act when he had 
joined himself to the chariot, but he was not unguided. It 
was given him what he should speak, and the Spirit who spoke 
in him moved on the eunuch’s heart. 
tion, the seed grew fast. Immediate faith and immediate 
baptism followed. A great step in advance was taken when, 
without consultation or delay, this non-official deacon baptized 
a pure heathen. The eunuch did not now need any man to 
guide him, and could travel on his lonely road rejoicing ; for 
he had the Word in his hand, and the Spirit in his heart. 

Jesus is the true actor in this Book of the Acts, and it is he 
alone who brings Saul to the faith. If any human teacher had 
been the instrument of his conversion, his independent posi- 
tion in the future development of the church might have been 
compromised. Paul himself has said that he was converted 
**for a pattern,’’ and we may well see in the narrative the 
revelation of the width of Christ’s pitying love for the most 
vehement antagonist of the truth. If Saul had a place in his 
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heart, none is shut out. If Saul can be won, none are beyond 
his power. The vision of the exalted Christ, the audible re- 
monstrances of his gentle, majestic voice ; the overwhelming 
conviction of the insanity and wickedness of the past life which 
poured over the hitherto self-righteous soul ; the lowly sub- 
mission to the Lord’s will,—are all in essence repeated, when- 
ever any soul turns away from self to Jesus. s 

That scene on the Damascus road is one great instance of 
sudden conversion, which some people deny to be possible. 
The moment before the blaze of light, Saul was a furious hater 
of Jesus; the moment after, he was a disciple. It is absurd 
to deny that the gospel may enter in full power into a man in 
a moment. It is as absurd to deny that it may steal in as 
slowly as the dawn creeps up the eastern heavens. But, in 
either case, the sight of Jesus breaks down self-trust, melts 
hostility, subdues the will, and revolutionizes the life. That 
It is for us, like Paul, not 
to be ‘* disobedient to the heavenly vision.’’ 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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vision is granted really to us all. 


Review Teaching Points 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
Review of the First Seven Years of the Christian Church 


LACES: Bethany, ascension ; Jerusalem, Pentecost for 
fourteen different peoples ; Samaria and desert toward 
Gaza, the outreach toward Gentiles ; Damascus, the conver- 
sion of an apostle for the Gentiles. The prime idea is uni- 
versality, the execution of the command, ‘Go ye into all the 
world.’’ 
Each lesson gives a separate trait of this church. 
1. It is commissioned. ‘‘ Go ye into all the world.’’ 
The Pentecost. 
3. Opens with a great revival. 


2. Empowered. 
Three, thousand added in 
one day. 

4. Apostles poor in money, rich in power, to heal the 
cripple. 

5. As true and brave before rulers as before common people. 

6. Exceedingly benevolent; yet covetousness led two to 
lying and death. 

7. Apostles so necessary that God took them out of prison. 

8. Revelation of the living Christ to dying Stephen. 

9. The disciples dispersed, that religion might not again 
become local and clannish. Philip to Samaria. 

10. The Old Testament explained by Christ’s life and death. 
A young convert goes to Africa. 

11. Saul, the chief enemy, becomes the chief propagator. 

12. As Christ left all for us, so Paul, by his example and 
practice, shows how the church should consecrate all to him. 
To that end it should be temperate in all things,—not use 
harmless liberty so as to be an offense to others, consent to be 
a slave of all to save some. 

With such principles and powers the church would naturally 
overcoine the present evil world ; the success of the early church 
is accounted for. 

Churches of to-day that have these principles and powers 
are true churches, and succeed in proportion as they are like 
that of the apostolic times. 


University Park, Colo. 
ASAD 
Review Teaching Hints 
By A. F. Schauffler, D. D. 


T IS now a year and a half since I have used the ‘‘ five- 
question ’’ plan, and, since it is one of the best plans for 
review which can be followed, I take it up again this quarter. 
Lesson 1,—Where ? When? May 18 to 28, 
A.D. 30. Who? Jesus, the apostles, two men in white, 
the hundred and twenty disciples, What? Jesus 
The two in white foretell his return. 
The disciples are in Jerusalem, waiting for the descent of the 
Spirit. 


Jerusalem. 


Mary. 
ascends to heaven. 


Lesson 2.—Where? Jerusalem, in the room where the dis- 
ciples had gathered. When? On the day of Pentecost. 
Who? The same disciples as in the last lesson, and a great 
multitude of Jews from all over the world. What? The 
coming of the Holy Spirit, with power. The proclamation, by 
the lisciples, of ‘‘the wonderful works of God,” in many 
languages. 

Lesson 3.—Where? 
When? Same date as last lesson. 
ciples, and the multitude. What? 
three thousand are converted. 

Lesson 4.—Where? In Jerusalem, in the temple area. 
When? June, A.D. 30, soon after Pentecost. Who? Peter, 
John, the lame man, and the multitude. What? Peter heals 
the lame manip an instant, who thereupon praises God with 
loud voice. The people niarvel. 

Lesson 5.—Where? Again in Jerusalem, and before the 
When? The day after the last lesson. Who? 
Peter and John, the officers sent to arrest them, and the whole 


In the same place as last lesson. 
Who? Peter, the dis- 
Peter preaches so that 


sanhedrin. 
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council, What? The two apostles arrested and put in jail 
all night ; next day brought to trial ; they defend themselves, 
and once. more preach Jesus. 

Lesson 6.—Where? Jerusalem. When? A.D. 30-33. 
We can give here no exact dates. Who? The apostles, the 
believers, and especially Ananias and Sapphira. What? The 
attempt of Ananias and his wife to deceive the church about 
their possessions. As a result, they are punished by God, and 
both fall dead at Peter’s feet. - 

Lesson 7.—Where? Still in Jerusalem, but this time in 
prison. When? A.D. 30-33. Just after the last. lesson. 
Who? The apostles,—all of them. What? The apostles 
are all arrested, and put in jail. An angel brings them all 
out by night. They again begin to preach. They are once 
more arrested, and brought before the council, and warned to 
stop preaching. This they refuse to do. 

Lesson 8.—Where? Jerusalem. When? A.D. 36 or 37. 
Summer. Who? Stephen, the council, the multitude, and 
Saul. What? The council rushes on the devout Stephen, 
and stones him to death. He dies, praying for his murderers, 

Lésson 9.—Where ? Jerusalem, and in many other pleces. 
When? Summer, A.D. 37. Who? Saul, the disciples, 
Philip, Simon, What? The disciples are scattered abroad, 
through persecution, but as they go they still preach. In 
Samaria there is a great revival in consequence of this. 

Lesson 10,—Where ? Between Jerusalem and Gaza. Also 
at Azotus. When? Summer of A.D. 37. Who? Philip 
and the Ethiopian. What? Philip teaches the Ethiopian, 
and then baptizes him, and is then caught away by the Spirit 
of God. 

Lesson 11.—Where ? On the road to Damascus. Then in 
When? Summer of A.D. 37. Who? Saul 
of Tarsus, his traveling companions, Jesus, Ananias. What? 
Saul is struck down by the vision of Jesus. He asks what 
Jesus would have him do, He enters the city blind. Ana- 
nias comes and lays his hands on him, and his sight is restored, 
and he is filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Lesson 12.—Where? InCorinth, When? Early in A.D. 
57- Who? Paul, the writer of the Epistle, and the church in 
Corinth. What? Paul tells them of how he governs his life, 
so as to win as many as possible for Jesus. ; | 

In all these lessons I have omitted the fifth question, ‘* What 
then ?’’ for that each teacher can best supply from the prac- 
tical lessons that he has enforced as he taught from week te 
week, ‘* What then ?’’ means ‘‘ What, then, is there for my 
practical use in this lesson ?’’ 


Damascus. 


New York City. 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


[Editor’s Note.—Full information about this course of studies 
may be found in The Sunday School Times for January g, 1897. 
A leaflet explaining the course, and embodying suggestions for 
the conduct of a Bible class, will be sent free to any one, upon 
request. But this leaflet is only suggestive, and each week's 
issue of The Sunday School Times will be needed by every mem- 
ber of a class that is following the course. Free specimen copies 
of any one issue of The Sunday School Times will be sent upon 
request. A carefully prepared list of books, helpful for further 
study, with brief comment upon their scope and relative value, 
will also be sent free, upon request, to those who follow the | 
course. The books themselves may be purchased from The 
Sunday School Times. Questions which teachers may wish te 
ask, in connection with their study or teaching, are invited by 
the Editor. When of sufficient general interest, they will be an- 
swered in the paper; if an answer by mail is desired, a two-cent 
stamp should be enclosed.} 

(Acts 1: I to g : 31.) 
I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION. 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

Read thoughtfully through chapters 1 to 9: 31, noting (1) 
the last promise and directions of Jesus to his followers ; (2) 
the spirit in which they awaited the manifestation ; (3) their 
apparent feeling (1 : 22-26) that they constituted the real 
** Jewish church ;’’ (4) the ‘unquestionable gift of the Holy 
Spirit ; (5) the spiritual insight and ready eloquence bestowed 
upon Peter (2: 14-36); (6) the community of believers, and 
its spirit of generous brotherhood ; (7) how Peter and John, 
through a beneficent miracle, were brought into conflict with 
the Sadducean party; (8) how this party (5 : 17-42) tried in 
vain to compel their silence ; (9) how Stephen came into 
prominence, and, by his new interpretation of the meaning of 
the teachings of Jesus, stirred the fear and enmity of the 
Pharisees and zealots ; (10) how the persecution thus aroused 
scattered the church, but merely broadened its work ; (11) 
how Paul, the fiercest persecutor, was laid hold of by God, and 
made an apostle. 

II. Torics AND QUESTIONS FoR Discussion. 
[For the leader to allot in advance to members of the class.] 

Books of reference (see Editor’s Note above). 

Consult Outline Studies No. 9 in The Sunday School Times 
for February 13, and review any one of the books previously 
read. 

The references in brackets are to articles in the lesson helps 
of this number of The Sunday School Times. 

1. The Period Covered in Review. (1,) About how many 















years need we assume between the ascension and the conversion 
of Paul? Ramsay, x, 376, 377. (2.) Were they, in the main, 
years of quiet growth or of persecutions ? 

2. The Formation of the Church. (3.) Gather together the 
indications of growth in numbers and influence. (4.) In 
what relation did the Christian community stand at first to 
Judaism ? [Geikie: J 5.] (5-) What was the: position of the 
community, in this regard, at the close of this period, and why? 

3. The Organisation of the Church. {6.) What was the 
recognized work of the apostles, and the scope of their author- 
ity? (7.) What other officers were appointed, and how? 
(8.) What ordinances seem to have been recognized ? 

4. The Character of the Church. (9.) What splendid 
traits are ascribed by Luke to the Christians of this period? 
[McLaren : Lesson 3-] (10.) What goes to show that their 
standards of life were lofty and truly spiritual ? [McLaren : 
Lesson 6.] 

5. The Divine Purpose for the Church, (11.) How can 
the thought of preparation for the coming enlargement of 
the scope of the church be traced through these chapters? 
[McLaren : on Philip.] (12.) Mlustrate, also, the divine use 
of the right instruments for emergencies. Contrast Peter and 
Stephen [McLaren : Lessons 4, 5, 7, 8}. 

Ill. THe Leapinc THOuGHTs. 

Would Peter have prepared the way for Paul had Stephen 
not been brought into prominence, or was he used for other 
ends ? 

How. the gospel grows on those who preach it ! 

One of the best phrases for describing the Christian Church 
of this period is ‘‘ a brotherhood.’’ Has this been antiquated ? 

Thinking of these chapters as a whole, what seems to be 
their dominating thought,—the influence of the leaders in the 
early church and of its environmént, or the directly applied 
power of the Holy Spirit, or a combination of these two? 


New Haven, Conn, 
ASAMY 


Review Hints for the Intermediate 
Teacher 


By Faith Latimer 


HIS review may be taught to an intermediate class as the 
beginning of church history, for our quarter’s lessons 
have given the facts of the founding of the church of Christ, 
and quite a period of its growth. It will also be useful as a 
pre-view for future lessons, as our studies for most of the year 
will show history of the Christian Church, and the work of its 
preachers and leaders. “Ask a few questions upon the Book 
of Acts, recailing its title and author. It will also be helpful 
to use the map, asking some scholar to point out the places 
where the events occurred, or making a diagram on the 
blackboard, and, as each location is marked, ask wat took 
place there. The first locality in connection with our lessons 
was the Mount of Olives. What family that. Jesus loved lived 
in Bethany on the Mount of Olives? On the sloping side of 
» that mountain was the last earthly spot where Jesus walked. 
When he had bidden his disciples not to depart from Jerusa- 
lem, but wait for. the promise of the Father while he blessed 
them, what did they see ? 

Christ.—Jesus, whom they had known and loved, had gone 
from them to heaven. Before he went, he charged them to 
tell of what they had seen and known, to be witnesses unto 
him, and to preach his gospel in Ja#@-2x°and Samaria and to 
the uttermost parts of the earth. They obeyed, they preached 
Christ and wrote of him, and we can now read the words of 
John : *‘ These are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God.”’ 

The Church of Christ.—How many days did the disciples 
spend praying in the upper room? How many days was 
Jesus seen upon earth after his resurrection? What was the 
fiftieth day when the apostles and friends of Jesus were in one 
place? What did they all see and hear? With what were 
they all filled? The Day of Pentecost is called the birthday 
of the Church of Christ. Who preached a sermon on that 
day? The promise of the Holy Spirit to be given was fulfilled, 
the gift of tongues was to carry the gospel of Christ in many 
languages to many places. How many were assembled in the 
upper room? When Peter preached, ‘‘ Repent, and be bap- 
tized in the name of Jesus Christ,’’ how many received the 
word and were baptized? The church of Christ was estab- 
lished; who ‘‘ added to them day by day those that were 
being saved ’’ ? 

The Church Prospering.—They were a happy people ; they 
so loved Christ that they loved each other. What did the 
rich do for the poor? What benevolent man sold his land, 
and gave the money to the church? To whom did the Lord 
give power to do miracles? Who saw a lame man at the 
beautiful gate? What did Peter and John do for him? In 
whose name? What did Peter and John preach which of- 
fended the Sadducees and the priests? Yet the church was 
growing, for many more accepted Christ, until the number of 
believers was five thousand. 


Temptation and Sin.—Evil entered the church. Two of 
Who 


its members showed a spirit of hypocrisy and deceit. 
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sold land, and pretended to give the money to the Lord? To 
whom was power given to see Ananias’s sin? What did 
Peter say to him? H6w did Sapphira, his wife, share in the 
sin and the swift punishment? Why was it that ‘‘ great fear 
came upon the whole church, and upon all that heard these 
things *’ ? 

Enemies to the Church.—What was done to Peter and John 
because they preached Christ? Before whom were they tried? 
Where were they put for safe keeping? How were they 
safely delivered from prison? Who did wonders and miracles 
among the people, and spoke so wisely that they could not 
answer him? How did Stephen’s face look when they 
wrongly accused him? What tlid he see as he looked up into 
heaven? What were his dying words ? 
him to death ? 

Scattered Abroad.—The Lord can make the wrath of man 
to praise him. _ When the disciples were scattered, after 
Stephen’s death, what did they do everywhere? Who went 
How did the Lord bid Philip 
go on a long journey? What man did he join riding in a 
chariot? What was the man reading? After Philip preached 
to him of Jesus, what did the man say he believed? Our 
Golden Text was proved true,—‘‘ The word of God grew and 
multiplied.’’ From place to place it was carried and taught, 
as the believers in Christ were scattered abroad, and so 
churches were planted and grew by persecution, 

A Bitter Persecutor.—Who held the garments of the men 
who stoned Stephen? For what did Saul go to Damascus ? 
Who appeared to him by the way? What did Jesus say to 
him? How many days was Saul blind? What did Jesus say 
Saul was chosen to do and to be? What did Saul preach in 
the synagogues? The enemy to the church became the 
greatest apostle, and, in wonder, many said, ‘‘ Ile that once 
persecuted us now preacheth the faith which once he de- 
stroyed.’’ After Saul was called Paul, and had traveled and 
preached in far countries, to whom did he write the letters 
we now study? And so we of the church in this age can look 
back and see the beginning of the church of Christ,—his 
beloved church for which he gave himself, the church for 
which he prayed ‘ that they all may be one.’’ 


How did they put 


to Samaria preaching Christ ? 


Louisville, Ky. 
KY 


Review Hints for the Primary 
Teacher 


By Julia E. Peck 


VALUABLE aid in primary review is the teacher’s les- 
son note-book, in which she has recorded each Sunday 
a lesson report. For this get a blank-book having stiff covers 
which will stand hard wear, and do not be afraid of wasting 
time or ink in recording details. Under a heading giving title 
and date of lesson write, first, the original plan, with its under- 
lying thought or purpose ; then state whether this lesson was 
a success or failure, and why. Also state what changes were 
made, if, upon trying the lesson in class, the teacher has to 
turn face about and instantly improvise a new plan, as fre- 
quently happens in a primary class where the children are 
exceedingly alert, and refuse, in ways most unexpected and 
startling, to receive a lesson according to the teacher’s original 
plan. 

Then record remarks of the children which show mistaken 
ideas of events, or relations of events ; also write out carefully 
what they seem to know thoroughly and what they under- 
stand only in part. 
pass unrecorded, for these teach us more of the needs of our 


Never let the children’s original remarks 
class than we can learn from books. Records of failures are 
quite as important as records of success, if not more so. 

Assuming that such records have been kept, at least ‘in 
mind, if not on paper, the following review hints are written to 
show, from the actual experience of more than one primary 
teacher in handling this course, the possible weak places 
which can be strengthened and built up in our review to-day. 

We were almost handicapped at the start, in the case of our 
beginners, with this course of lessons ; for they knew little or 
nothing of the life of our Lord, and the first lesson given us 
was ‘‘The Ascension.’’ Having overcome this difficulty, in a 
measure, by teaching in outline the story of the life of Christ, 
we review it as our starting-point to-day, for without it we 
have no foundation on which to build our feview. 

We tried to make our Pentecost lesson impressive, by 
giving a vivid description of that scene in the upper room, 
and, as our records prove, we succeeded fairly well in this, 
for our children have referred constantly to the “* tongues as of 


” 


fire Yet in a measure we left this lesson in an unfinished 
state, and get a hint of this from a certain primary teacher 
who reports that in reviewing this lesson, to which her chil- 
dren were unusually attentive, they announced that they re- 
membered perfectly what happened to those men in that upper 
room,—‘* their hair caught fire.’’ 

This was the class opinion, and not that of an individual 
child. Let us see if our children drew the same conclusions, 
because we gave a memory drill on the Golden Text in this 
connection, taking it for granted that the children would un- 





apostles in the temple. 
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derstand that the tongues of fire were the outward sign of a 
power within, and thus to the class, expecting us to say some- 
thing about the extinguishing of these flames, which they took 
to be material fire, our description seemed to be left in mid- 
air. Here, then, is a very weak place for us to strengthen. 

We found difficulty in explaining about the teaching of the 
The children reasoned that, if the 
people went to church (temple), to worship our God and to 
hear the Scriptures read, they did not need converting. Let us 
assure ourselves to-day that we have not given the idea that 
the worship of the true God was to be overthrown by the 
apostles, and supplanted by the worship of another God (Jesus 
Christ). We need to emphasize in our review that these peo- 
ple learned more about the true God whom they had pre- 
viously worshiped. We must keep this matter well poised, or 
we shall make too much of the conversions, and teo little of 
the fulfilment of the Scriptures. 

The Sadducees have given us some difficulty!’ That. théy 
were in any way connected with the temple we have found it 
difficult to explain. One class of bright boys had decided 
among themselves (they had evidently discussed the matter 
outside the class-room) 
allowed in the temple. 


that no wicked person was ever 
Therefore they concluded that the 
Sadducees were never allowed to set foot within its doors, but 
waited outside to abuse the Christians. The lesson upon the 
martyrdom of Stephen confirmed them in this opinion. There 
are several weak places connected with our instruction about 
the Sadducees, and we wish we need not have introduced 
them in a class of beginners ; but, since it had to be done with 
this course of lessons, let us correct, so far as we can, and 
without introducing new matter, these false impressions. 

In our long explanations we must be careful of the little 
words “‘ except,’’ ‘‘ but,’’ ‘‘until,’’ and ‘‘if;” for the chil- 
dren, who at best do not give the closest attention, hear an 
important statement, and then fail to hear an exception made 
by the use of one of these little words, which changes finally 
the whole meaning of the statement. 

We begin to understand our children from studying our 
records of their sayings and doings, as well as from noting our 
Our review is 
built on experiences we have gained in teaching,—if those 
experiences have been taken to heart. The fact that our 
children teach us more than we can teach them increases our 


own failures or successes in teaching them. 


responsibility to such an extent that our review is not always 
a smooth and finished outline of events historical and chrono- 
logical, as we would wish, but must on many occasions be a 
correcting of false impressions, as well as an important lesson 
on the central truth of our quarter’s course, 


Northampton, Mass. 


XSAY 


Review Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 

HE Saviour RIsEN (Lesson s).—From where did Christ 

ascend ? 
mand ? his last promise ? 

2. THE Spirit Given (/esson 2).—How did the disciples 
prepare for Pentecost ? What 
was the effect upon the multitude 2? 

3. THE MULTITUDE CONVERTrD (Lesson 37).—How did 
Peter press home the lesson of Pentecost ? 


In whose’presence ? What was his last com- 


What marvel then occurred ? 


How many were 
converted? What manner of life did the early Christians 
adopt ? 


4. THE CRIPPLE HEALED (Zesson 4).—What did the lame 


man ask from Peter? Whatdid he receive? What was the 
effect upon him ? upon the’fhultitude ? 

5. THE Disciples ARRESTED (Lesson 5).—Who arrested 
Peter and John? Why? What was Peter’s bold claim? 


What impression did he make ? 

6. THE Liars SLAIN (Lesson 6),—What was the gift of 
Barnabas? the pretended gift of Ananias? 
fraud punished ? 


How was the 
Why so severely ? 
7. THE Prison OPENED (Lesson 7),—Who imprisoned the 


apostles? Why? How were they freed? How did they 
use their freedom? What was their defense before the*high- 
priest ? 


8. THE MARTYR StTonED (Lesson &).—Who was Stephen ? 
What false charge was brought against him? How did he 
defend himself? How did he dic ? 

9. THE Discip_es Disrersep (Zessom 9).— Where were the 
disciples scattered? How was this a gain to the church ? 
Where did Philip go 7 - With what success ? 

10. THE ETHIOPIAN WON (24s # s0).—In-what wonder- 
ful way did Philip meet the eunuch ? 
Philip seize? With what result ? 

11. THe PersecuyoR CONVERTED {Lesson 11).—To what 
extreme did Saul carry his persecution? What befell him 
near Damascus ? What did he 


What opportunity did 


How was his sight restored ? 
proceed at once to do? 
For the Superintendent 
1. What was the church’s great commission? 2. When 
and whence came the church’s great power? 3. What was its 
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first great ingathering? 4. What miracle of 
Peter’s attracted attention ? 
did he give of it before his judges? 6. 
what was Ananias punished? 
the result of imprisoning the apostles? 8. 
Who was the first martyr ? 
outside Judea did the disciples preach first ? 
10. What important convert was made on the 
Gaza road ? 
convert on the Damascus road ? 


Boston, Mass. 


5. What account 


9. In what region 


11. And what far more important 


2... 
Questions to be Answered in Writing 
1. What were Christ’s last 
disciples? 2. On what occasion did the Holy 
Spirit firsf' come to the disciples ? 
first lost his life for Christ? 4. What in- 


words to 


stances of courageous witnessing for Christ 


occur in the quarter's lessons ? ‘5. What one 
purpose in life did the early Christians seem 
to have ? 


M@ These questions are given also in The Scholar’s 
Magazine. They occupy a full page opposite the les- 
son to which they refer, and blank space is allowed for 
the written answers. Send for free specimen copy 
to John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


ASK 


Hints for Review and 
New- View 


NEW view of the quarter’s work, which 

at the same time will be a profitable 

review, may be had by grouping the lessons 

by twos under six sub-heads, and all under 
the general topic for the quarter, thus : 


The Church at Work 
Preparation for Work: 
1. The Lord’s Departure (John 16 : 7). 
2. The Spirit’s Descent (Luke 24 : 49). 
Scope of Work: 
3. Soul Healing (1 Tim. 1 : 15). 
4. Bodily Healing (Matt. 10 : 8). 
“Helps in Work : 
5. Boldness (Acts 4 : 29). 
6. Generosity (Luke 6 : 38). 
Perils in Work: 
7. Imprisonment (Luke 21 : 12). 
8. Martyrdom (John 16 : 2). 
Varieties in Work: 
9g. With the Many (Mark 16: 15). 
10. With the Individual (Jas. § : 19, 20). 


Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
wsed within a year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue for a year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaraniced to any advertisement of less 
than three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position, without extra cost,except when the adver- 
tiser contracts for a position on the last page. For 
all advertising conditioned on an appearance upon 
the last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition 
to the regular rate will be charged. For inside- 
page positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
advance of 20 per cent in addition to the regular 
rate will be charged. All advertisements are 
subject to approval as to character, wording, and 
display. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time. For Terms of Sub- 
scription, see fourteenth page. 


Teachers and students should take Hors- | 


ford’s Acid ‘Phosphate. 


and nervous exertion,—the phosphates. 


** Brown’s Bronchial Troches "’ will quickly 
relieve bronchitis, asthma, catarrh, and throat 
diseases. Sold only in boxes. 


~ ANNUAL EUROPEAN TOURS 


Limited party, personally conducted by Prof. Camitie 
TavwancEn, how forming, 31 Pierce Bldg. Boston. 


TOURS Special Select European. rath sea- 


son. For particulars address, Mrs. M .A. 
Crosley, 502 Bedford Av., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


For | 
7. What was 


his | 





It supplies just the | 
material that. is most wasted by brain work | 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


| Essentials Sor Work: 


11, Conversion (Acts 26 : 15, 16). 
12, Culture (2 Tim. 2 : 15). 


In using the above, the lines in italic may 
be written on the board as the review pro- 
ceeds, or may, be prepared in advance, the first 
word only being used, if preferred. If the 
school be told that two lessons go under each 
of these heads, they will readily state the point 
desired in each, so that the catchwords here 
given may be substituted with ease. The texts 
cited may be read in each case by the superin¢ 
tendent or an appointed teacher, so as to add 


special enforcement, The bearing of these 


| texts on our work is obvious. 
3. Who | 


For an advanced class, the chronological 
thread, as given week by week in the Lesson 
Surroundings, will prove a valuable guide ; 
or, the biographical thread may be followed 
with equal profit. 





For Every School 


Very many 


Home 
Departments 


Are using our new Home Department 
Quarterly with the greatest success. Dr. 
Peloubet has prepared just what was needed, 
and we hear only the heartiest words of approval 
of this splendid quarterly. Send for free sam- 
ples. Price: 16 cents a year ; 4 cents a copy. 


Easter Exercises 


We have a splendid line of Easter Concert Ex- 
ercises. Easter Gladness, a splendid new 
concert exercise by Burton H. Winslow. With 
the following favorites of former years: Easter 
Joy, He Liveth, Easter Light, The Messengers 
of the Resurrection. Price: 5 cents each ; $4.00 
per 100. Samples of any three sent for ro cents. 


W. A. WILDE & CO. 
25 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 
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Seven of the volumes 
are on the press, a 
the eighth and last will 
be ready April 1. By 
special arrangement 
with the publishers, a 
limited number of sets 
will be distributed 
through The New York 
Newspaper Syndicate 
to introduce and adver- 
tise the work. Those 
ordering now wil! se- 
cure t. Libra at 
about one-half the re- 
gular subscription 
price, which is rom $36 
to $48 a set according to 
binding. On veceipe of 
only one dollar the first 
seven volumes will be 
delivered at once, a 
the eighth immediatel; 
after April 2. The 

alance is at 
the rate 4 NLY 170 
CENTS a day. 
Syndicate allows 
whdle week in which to 
examine the work, 
when it may be return- 
ed if not entirely satis- 
Sactory: and money 
wll promptly re- 
JSunded. 











above all, down-to-date. 


The material for the 

Library has nm la- 
boriously secured from the most trustworthy and 
latest sources of historical information, such as the 
Great Libraries and Museums of the world, and 
Government Archives. The data thus collected 
has been arranged and carefully written, under 
special commission, by Isaac SmitH CLarg, the 
well-known historian, and has been reviewed and 
verified by the Professors of History in four lead- 
ing American Universities. The text is preceded 
by an elaborate Essay on the Importance of the 
Study of History by Moses Coit Tyler, Profes- 
sor. of American History in Cornell University. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 2, Librery 
contains over 
1000 illustrations from the foremost artists of Eu- 
rope and America, embracing facsimiles of carved 
inscriptions recently discovered, battle scenes from 
famous paintings, interesting scenic representa- 
tions, and authentic portraits and busts of ancient 
and modern celebrities from Herodotus, the father 
of History, to William McKinley and his cabinet. 
The geographical and physical fea- 
MAPS ?*. of Se titer, exe eaveialhy de- 
scribed and illustrated by a large number of new 
single and double-page colored maps, besides 
numerous charts and diagrams. Among the for- 
mer are eleven separate maps of Europe alone, 
exhibiting the political and graphical changes 
from the fall of the Roman Empire to the present 
day. The maps cover a wide range, from the rep- 
resentation of the World, according to Strabo and 
Ptolemy, to charts showing the scenes of the late 
Armenian Massacres, and Dr. Nansen’s route in 
the polar regions. 


SEE HOW 
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time of the publication of t 


tion,’’ *‘ The Revolt in C 
trated and explained with a large 
LIBRARY is the MOST RECE 


ing, will be forwarded to you at once. 
five months. We furnish free a little Savin 
one extra monthly payment, and the full Russia 
Morocce style, because it is ele 

hole week for examination. 


chaser. Sample 
ia New York, Boston, Chicago, or San Francisco. 
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— CORNER STONE 


..OF EVERY LIBRARY... 


little or great, should be a History of the World which is 
comprehensive, authentic, ably written, fully illustrated, and, 
The one single work which at last 
completely fills all these requirements is that incomparable 
record of human development and progress, the 


Library of Universal History 


8 splendid volumes; nearly 4,000 pages; 600 illustrations; 
nearly 100 colored maps 


The Library presents a a “p. record of events throughout the world up to the 
authentic history of ‘* The Armenian Massacres,’’ ‘‘ T’ 
LATE IT Is dar te,” “The New Arbitration Treaty,” 
Ne — gl —_ the late history of every important nation, all illus- 
Tr of new 


num 
HISTORY OF 


HOW TO ORDER THIS SUPERB HISTORY OF THE WORLD 


Bring or send $1 to THE NEW YORK NEWSPAPE 
York, and the first seven volumes of THE LIBRARY 0) 
The balance is 

Bank. You can have the Half-Morocco bindin 
ow three extra 
mt and serviceable, and wil 
w Money will be promptly returned if the work is not entirely satisfactory. 
The confidence of THE SYNDICATE that the valumes will be gladly received, thorou 
and cheerfully paid for, is shown by sending a $36 set of books on payment of only $r. 
you will thoroughly appreciate the suberb new work, and speak favorably of it to others. 
the nominal price at which these introductory sets are sold, the cost of delivery must be paid by the pur- 
pages with specimen illustrations will be sent on application. 


NEW YORK NEWSPAPER SYNDICATE, 93 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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The old dry style of simply detail- 
27 VLE tee ry style of simply detai 


events in chronological order 
has been discarded. Facts are brought out so as 
to interest the reader, not only in the narration, 
but the Philosophy of History. The pages are 
enlivened with historic stories of olden time and 
authentic happenings of to-day. Each nation is 
held up to view as a picture, and the whole work, 
with its lavish illustrations and superb maps, 
affords an inspiring panorama of the moving 
course of events in history from the dawn of time 
to the present year. 
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The very full Table of Contents and 
Exhaustive General Index make the 
Library invaluable for the purpose of 
Jollowing from period to period the his- 
torical study of all special topics, such as 
Education, Religion, Dipilo- 
macy, Literature, etc. 


Finance, 











The Library is printed in large, clear type, 
made expressly for the work. 


down, and 10 cents a day (pay- 
able monthly), secures the en- 
tire work fer immediate use 
and enjoyment. 
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last volume. e only 


Venezucian Boun- 
he Cuban Revolu- 


or instance, it contains t 
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torment, maps, and diagrams. In a word, THE 
HE WORLD BEFORE THE PUBLIC. 
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| The Lord of Victory. 
| Baster-Tide, No. 12. 








| Finest Sunday-school song-book on the market. 


| Illustrate 
| and names of hundreds who have been successful. 


Vol. 39, No. 11 


‘Mew Easter Music 


Responsive and Musical 
Ever Liveth. By the prince of writers, Robert Lowry. 
Day of Triumph. By Hall and Mack. 
Gethsemane. By Charles H. Gabriel. 
The Risen King.. By 1. H. Meredith. 
The Joyous Easter-Tide.. By Marion West. 
Red Triumphant. By J. E. Hall. 
By Miller, Geibel, and Frolich. 
By H. P. Danks. 


Joy to All Nations. By Fletcher and Herbert. 
lished two years ago—very popular. 


Easter Mescnges. For primary department. By Mrs. 
Otis Atwood. 





Pub- 


Carols 
Easter Carol Annual, No. 26. By various composers. 
Grace Collection, No. 27. By various composers. 


Price: 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100. 


WARD & DRUMMOND 
164 Fifth Avenue New York City 








**The Prince of Life,’’ prepared by J. R. 

urray, is a beauti- 
ful service for Sunday Schools, containing Respon- 
sive Readings, interspersed with appropriate 
songs. Price,5 cents per single copy. 


y: 

A SPECIAL CIRCULAR 
Containing a list of our large and 
varied stock of music for Easter 
will be sent free on application. 

THE MUSICAL VISITOR 


fur March will contain a supplement of Easter 
Anthems. Price, 15 cents. 


THE JOHN CHURCH COMPANY, 


CINCINNATI. NEW YORK. cHicaGco. 


SACRED SONGS No. 1 


By Ira D. Sankey, Jas. McGranahan, 
and Geo. C. Stebbins.... 

This exceptionally fine collection is 
used by Mr. Moony and Mr. Sankey 
in all their meetings. Mr. Moody says 
it is the best book he ever used. 


SACRED SONGS, No. 1 

has won its way into popular favor 
more rapidly than any song-book ever 
issued. Over 100, copies sold 
in three months 

$25 per 100, in boards ; add 5 cents 
each, if ordered by mail. Get a copy 
and try it. 
If your bookseller cannot furnish it, send to publishers. 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO. 
Chicago House, 215 Wabash Ave. 76 E. oth St., N. Y. 


Redeemer Triumphant 
Easter Harmonies 
The Risen King 


These, our new services for Easter, contain music, 
recitations, responsive rantings. etc.,— each a gem. 
Price: 5 cents; 52 cents per dozen, mailed. Samples 
of the three sent for 10 cents. 

gso W. Madison St. 


song aah * J. J. HOOD jeots St 
Fillmores’ Easter Music for 
choirs and Sunday-schools 


now ready. Send for descriptive 
list. FILLMORE BROS., 119 W. 6th 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, or 40 Bible 
House, New York. 


HALL-MACK CO.’S QUARTERLY just out for 
EASTER, 1897, entitled 
DAY OF TRIUMPH 


Bright, catchy songs, beautiful recitations, etc., by 
Irvin H. Mack and J. Lincoln Hall. .00 100. 
Send 4 cts. for sample. Subscription to Hall-Mack Co.'s 
uarterly, 15 cts. a year. All dealers, or Hai-Mack 

Co., Publishers, 416 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
school complete with new 


EASTER 503" i ae 


new features not found in others. Send 15 cts. for sam- 
= of the three latest. ba R aot an oratorio-cantata 
or adults, cents. . FP. ROSCHE +, CHI- 
CAGO, 940 W. Madison St.; New York, 44 E. 23d St. 


NEW EDITION NOW READY, Boundless 


Love, name changed to 


Boundless Love in Song 











CuIcaco, 


SERVICES for the Sunday- 





For 
Hall- 


sale by all dealers. Send for Y—_ i 
iladelphia. 


Mack Co., publishers, 416 Arch Street, i 
-THE LORD OF _ VICTORY.... 


By Rev. Rurus W. Mitter. Easter service, new music, 
responsive readings. $4.00 per 100, postpaid, Sample 
copy, 4 cts. C. R® Ferner, rozs Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


se Educatiosal 





“Do not Stammer’”’ 


Dr. S. Weir Mitchell, Phila., Pa., Dr. Horatio 
C. Wood and Dr. Harrison Allen of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, send patients to be treated 
for stammering and stuttering to the Philadel- 

hia Institute. Can refer to John D. Wattles & 

o., publishers of The Sunday School Times. 

Send for 60 page book to 1033 Spring Garden 
St., Phila., Pa. Epwrs S. Jounston, Principal 
and Founder. Established 1884. 











| Applicants for Government Positions 


should apply at once if = wish to be sure of situations. 
catalog sent free, containing testimonials, 


THE NATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE SCHOOL, 
gos East Capieol Street, Washington, D. C- 
BOSTON 
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The Sea and the Sailors* 


AMES BARNES tells anew, in Naval 
Actions of the War of 1812, how 
superior American seamanship, gunnery, 
and discipline, to say nothing of ex- 
cellent naval construction and artillery, 
enabled our Yankee captains and com- 
modores to pluck the roses of victory 
when tradition and probabilities suggested 
nothing but thorns and laceration. It 
reads like the old story of Goliath and 
David. On the British side were size and 
mass, traditions of superiority in war with 
arms and armor of the kind usually reck- 
oned proper. There were also courage 
and determination, not unmingled with 
contempt at the smaller foe. On the 
other hand were youth, alertness, faith in 
the justice of the cause, keenness to per- 
ceive the weak point of an enemy, and 
thorough understanding of the limit and 
power of one’s own weapons. Mr. Barnes's 
handsomely bound book contains in nine- 
teen papers the story of nearly threescore 
actions on the ‘salt sea and our fresh- 
water lakes. The style is animated and | 
concise. The literary matter is based on 
original sources. This greatly enhances | 
the historic value, without detracting from | 
the charm of a narration. 





pictures of the famous naval painter,.| 
Carleton T. Chapman. This book, with. | 
out taint of ‘jingoism,"’ will cultivate | 
healthy patriotism. 

It would be hard to imagine a book | 
in one ‘volume which tells more fully “and | 


accurately the-ship life of to-day, whether | -4}\ 


on the row-boat, yacht, ocean-liner, or | 
man-of-war, than Kelley's The Ship's 
Company. . Commander Kelley of our | 


navy knows not only ships, the element | 4 
and the men that} ; 
but also’ the | 
effect of their environment upon edch | % 
The sailor, his superstitions, 


in which they live, 
dwell in floating ‘ houses, 


and all 



















The eloquent | 7 
illustrations are mostly in color, from the |’ 


his recreations, his pets, afd: his duties, | 
the creatures that prey upon him and the | 


people by whom he is commanded and 
for whom he works, have been the author's 
long study. This handsome book, well 
printed and illustrated, will interest the 
prospective traveler, the 
landsman, and all who pray for or feel 
with our brethren on deep water. One 
can heartily agree with Commander Kel- 
ley in his general good opinion of our 


stay-at-home | ff 


American navy, and in the necessity of | 


that excellent discipline which every real 


* Naval Actions of the War of i:81e. By James 
Barnes 


=e 


. 8vo, illustrated, pp. 263. New York: Har- | 


per & Brothers. $4- 50. 

The Ship's Compan 
Kelley, U.5. N. 
Harper & Brothers. b. 50. 

The Sea and its Wonders. By Mary and Elizabeth 
Kirby. to, illustrated, pp. 304. New York: T. Nei- 
son & Sons. $1.75. 

Midshipman Farragut. By James Barnes. 12mo, 
rere pp. vi, rst. New York: D. Appleton & 

i 


By Commander J. D. G. 


The British Fleet. By Charles N. Robinson. 8vo, 
PP. viii, s60. New York: Macmillan & 5 $3. 
Running the Blockade. By Taylor. 


Thomas “Ve 
z2mo, illustrated, pp. 180. New York: Charles Scrib- | 


ner’s Sons. $2.50. 


8vo, i lnstrated, pp- 222. New York: | 


The Rulers of thé Sea. By Edmond Neukomm. | 


r2mo, iNustrated, pp. xvii, 261. 
Fiat. $1.30. 

Wit Cochrane the Dauntless. By G. A. Hent 
rame, illustrated, pp. 388. New York: Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons. $x. 50. 


Rick Dale. By Kirk Munroe. Post 8vo, illus- 


Boston: Estes & Lau- | 


trated, pp. 388. New Vork: Harper & Brothers. | 


$r.25. | 

Twenty Years before the Mast. By Charles Erskine. 
tzmo, illustrated, pp. 300. ia: w. 
Jacobs & Co. S. 





The Romance of © By J. Macdonald | 
Oxley. 8 illustrated, ° N Vork : 
Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. A z oa = 

The Medal of Honor Man. 
tres, 


(Continued on page 174) 


By Charles 
Norton. ramo, pp. 281. Boston: W. A. Wilde Co | 
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The New Help for 
Scnior Bible Classes 


What it is 


HE Senior Bible Class’ is a course 

of studies appearing each week in 

The Sunday School Times, and prepared 

by a practical teacher, Dr. F. K. Sanders, 

Professor of Biblical Literature at Yale 

University. It is based upon the Interna- 

tional Lessons, and may be taken up by 

any class of senior scholars, at any time, 
—the sooner the better. 


For Whom Intended 


HE course is intended for teachers and 
members of senior Bible classes. It 
brings to the teacher expert guidance in 
lesson preparation, in lesson teaching, and 
in class work, and to the student expert 
aid in Bible study. This help appears in 
The Sunday School Times exclusively. 


Special Privileges 


A CAREFULLY prepared list of refer- 

ence books for further study, with 
printed comments upon their scope and 
relative value, will be sent free, upon re- 
quest, to all who follow the course. Teach- 
ers are invited to send to the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times any questions that 
may arise in connection with their study or 
teaching. If an answer by mail is desired, 
a stamp should be enclosed with the letter 
of inquiry. Questions of sufficient general 
interest will be printed, with their answers, 
in the paper. 

CR RE AR 


[NTELLIGENT Bible students who are 

not content to study by fits and starts, 
in haphazard fashion, are finding in Pro- 
fessor Sanders a skilled helper toward sys- 
tematic and profitable Bible study. More 
than fifty thousand circulars have gone 
out within three weeks in response to re- 


quests for information about the plan. For 


a successful following of the course each 
member of the class will require a copy of 


The Sunday School Times containing the 
A glance at the club rates 


weekly article. 
of subscription on page fourteen of this is- 


sue will show what a trifling expense is 


necessary to accomplish this. 


John D. Wattles & Co. 


1031 Walnut Street 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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iN THE FRONT RANK. 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
oo 









The David C. Cook Publishing 
Company announces that great im- 
provements have been made in their § 
Quarterly Lesson Helps. Already ac | 
knowledged by thousands of schools to 
be the Best and Cheapest, they are 80 
improved as to place them unquestion- 
ably in the very front rank. (Get the 
best and save money. ‘ 


THE CREAT 


COMPREHENSIVE QUARTERLIES 


FOR OLDER CLASSES. 
§ whe Comprehensive Scholar.— 
Largest and Best Scholars’ help pub- 


















































9 shed. Five full pages on each lesson. 
b Sixty-four pages in each issue. OCom- 

mencing with 1897, the quality of paper 
} im- 
‘ 










and styie of printing have been 
proved. Beautiful illustrations are a 





prominent feature. The issue for Second 
Quarter will contain twenty-four fine 
original half-tone engravings, twelve 
of them printed in colors; also a col- 
ored frontispiece, a full-page map and 
Opening and Closing Hymns. 

The Comprehensive Teacher. —- 
This contains all the matter, including 
colored and other engravings, contained 
in the Scholars’ edition, and in addition 
eight pages of introductory specially ‘ 
prepared for the information of Teach- aah 
ers. Largest, cheapest, best. y 


«+ THE. . 


ILLUSTRATED STUDIES QUARTERLIES 


FOR MAIN SCHOOL CLASSES. 
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Both Scholars’ and Teachers’ edition 
of the [lustrated Studies Quarterlies { 
will be printed on good book paper and 
handsomely illustrated with a large 






















number of fine hailf-tone engravings 
specially made for these quarterties. 
Great care will be taken with the. liter- 
ary work to make the lessons plain, ¢ oo x 
simple and connected. q 


































We also have a complete line of Les- 
son Helps for the davenile and Primary 
Classes. Write for our large ry 
giving complete information, and also 
for sample copies, which will be sent 
free. Remember: “ Best and Cheapest.” 


Davin C. Cook PuBLisHing Co., 


86 WasHincTon StT., CHICAGO. 
@Qe &23 eee PW 


JUST PUBLISHED. 





COPYRIGHT EDITIONS. 
Nelson’s New Series of 
Teachers’ Bibles 


These Teachers’ Bibles contain new Bible writ- 
ten by leading scholars in America and Great Britain. 


“More than 350 Hlustrations 


accompany the text, and all of them are of value to the 
students of t i They are ee Word. so much 


as guides and expositors in the Word.” —New 
| York Observer, Dec. 31, 1896. 
‘It is one of those wonderful helps to the popular 




























4 study of the Bible which both illustrates the enormous 
amount of fruitful critical stady which has been a -_ 
to the Bible in our time, and gives the best possi 
surance that the sacred book has gained in weight, fe 
portance, and in the reverent feeling of the vacate for it. 

f all the aids for the popular study of the Bible, which 
belong in the general class of Teachers’ les, THIS 15 
nm | ge od FOREMOST AND sest.”’— The /ndependent, Jan. 
54, 1697. 

For sale by all booksellers. Send for 
mew ilust¥at-i descriptive list. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 33 E, 17th St., N. ¥. 


! OXFORD MAPS __ 


4 By Prof. H. S. Osborn, LL.D. a 
Palestine, Western Asia, Egypt, 3 
and Sinai, St. Paul’s Travels. & 


These maps contain the latest discoveries, and are 
accepted authority among students. Can be’seen over 
large rooms. Full descriptions and commendations sent, 


OXFORD MAP Publishers, Oxford, Ohio. 


APPRONED OKS innit 
libraries. 

m of all pub- 

GOODENOUC Hi & WOGEOM Ct CO. “ie York. 


Illustrated ‘charch, Sunday-school and En- 
deavor price list, 60 novel Ez. C, 
Roming, 728 Huriti- zdon Street, Phila. 


ra t CHEAPEST terse MAPS 
A. Starkweather, East Orange, N. J. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL PIN. No.1 F. 
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In ‘deisel tii dial ap or im nails inquiry concer: 
anything adv wn A this paper, you will “alae ¢ 
| publishers and the ertiser by stating that you am 
| the advertisement in The Sunday School Times 
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The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, March 13, 1897. 
Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 


** second-class matter.” 


Vol. 39, No. 1 


(Continued from page 173) 
sailor believes in, but which the bad hate 
and the ignorant do not understand. He 
has made a thoroughly engaging and 
trustworthy volume. 

The well-known authors Mary and 
Elizabeth Kirby, who know so well how 
to write for children and young folks, 
have prepared a delightful volume on The 
Sea and its Wonders, which they have 
illustrated with accurate drawings and 
pictures made from the life. The style is 
very simple and clear, and the chapters 


There 


is something that ought to be 
tacked up in every grocery! 
It’s on a signboard over a large 
New York store in Broadway, 
where they don't believe that 

“substitution” pays. And no- 

body does believe it, except 
shifty and short-sighted store- 
keepers. When a woman wants 
Pearline, for instance, she won't 


ify 

WE GIVE \ 
YOU \ 
JUST WHAT ) 
You / 
ASK FOR.} 





Terms of Subscription 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
the following rates, for either old or new subscribers. 
rates include postage : 
One Copy, one year ; 
One copy, five years, full payment in advance 
To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
ts. $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 


$1.50 
+ §00 








advance. 
SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, will 

8 pplied with as many copies as may be desired, at 

fo lowing yearly club rates; . 

‘or any number of copies (more than one) mailed to 

individual addresses, | ae each. 

‘or five or more copies in a package to one address, 
cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to one 
rson only, and no names can be written or printed on 

separate rs. 

pore for 0 club may be ordered sent partly to 

individual addresses, at $1.00 each, and party in D me 

to one address, at fifty cents each, when so desired. 

e pa for a club should all go to one post-office, 

although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 

by t their mail matter from one post-office, and 

n the same school get theirs from another, the 

will be sent accordingly. This applies to package 

Bibs ac fifty cents per copy, te the extent that large 

packages may be divided into smaller packages of five 
or more copies each, if desired. 

Pree Copies. One free co y, additional, will be 

lowed for every ten copies paid for in a club of either 
Character. The free copies for package clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, but will be included in the pack- 
ay ditions may be made at any time to a club—such 

tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be the pro- 
portionate share of the yearly club rate. 

Schools that are open during only a portion of the 
 Spaodl may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 

me as the popers may be required. 

Change of Address. ubscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
@ year, can have the address changed at any time with- 
out charge. Members of package clubs donot have 
this privilege, but can have a copy transferred from a 
package to a separate address at the rate of one cent 
per week for the unexpired time of the subscription, 

en it has over six months to run. When it has but 
six months or less to run, the cost to change is twenty- 
five cents to the eud of the subscription. If a package 
clu} subscriber intends to change his or her address for 

weeks only, we will mail an extra copy, as long as 
desired, at the rate of three cents per week. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 

should be careful to name, not only the post- 
o to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. Al! addresses should include 
both county and state. 

If a club subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
opch rson will oblige the publishers by stating that the 

ub he subscribes for takes the place of the one formed 
last year by ——— 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 

Seve peed for, unless by special request. ‘The papers 
a club will invariably be discontinued at the expira- 

she subscription. Renewals should therefore be 
early. 
copies of any ome issue of the paper to enable 
al ony a of a school to examine it, will be sent free, 
upon ication. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 


One copy, one year, 8 shillings 
wo or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 
To ministers and missionaries, 

for one or more copies, 6 shillings each 
To secure the above rates for two or more copies 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent cither singly 
to one addr 

subscribers. 


to the individual addresses, orina 
ess, whichever may be preferred by 


For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or haif-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 

JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 

1031 Walaut Stréet, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 


SPENCERIAN PENS 


WRITE WELL WEAR LONG 
ONCE TRIED ALWAYS USED 


Samples sent on receipt of 
Teturn postage — 2 cents, 
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+ PRSIBLL ed 
COLLARS andCUFFS. 


ARE NOT TO BE WASHED. 
Made of fine cioth in all st 
When soiled, reverse, wear again, > 
Ten collars or five pairs of cuffs for a5 cents. 
They look and fit better than any other kind. 
: Fg) _ ee FOR THEM. 
‘ound at stores d six ts for 
ple = ae Gs naming style and size. 
wariably results in con use. 
Reversible Collar Oo.,81 Franklin 8t. NewYork 
amen, Vat, Vee tee 


ae AL An AP Ae 





be 
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can help to put a stop to it. 
don’t let any imitation of it be 


washing-powder in its place. 
is a fraud on the customer and a fraud on Pearline. 


satisfied to have some inferior 
It 
You 
When you ask for Pearline, 
substituted for it. 525 
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You can’t go en losing 
flesh under ordinary con- 
ditions without the knowl- 
edge that something is 
wrong, either with diges- 
tion or nutrition. If the 
brain and nerves are not fed, 
they can’t work. If the 
blood is not well supplied, 
it can’t travel on its life 
journey through the body. 
Wasting is tearing down; 
Scott’s Emulsion is building 
up. Its first action is to im- 








prove digestion, create an ap- 
petite and supply needed nu- 
trition. - Book free. 


SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, New York. 


e . 
Needs no disguise, 
because it is free from all 
disagreeable taste and odor. 


Peter Moller’s 
Cod Liver Oil, 


always of the highest standard of quality, is 
now prepared by a new process, whereby the 
Oil is kept from atmospheric contact from the 
beginning of the process of manufacture until 
it is safely corked up in bottles, thus prevent- 
ing contamination of any kind and excluding 
all impurities. 


Give this new Oil a trial. Ask for Peter Moller’s Oil and see 
that the bottle --a , oval one -- bears our name as 
Notice the date in perforated letters at bottom of the 


Schieffelin & Co., New York. 


- CHURCH ORGANS» 
Hook & Hastings Co. 
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What One Eats 


+++++-Has much to do with success in life. 


WHEATLET 


makes steady nerves, clear brain: 
muscles, strong bones. Among all edible t 
the wheat, berry is pre-eminently 


natural 
In Wheatiet the gluten and phosphate ele- 


ments are p’ in the same purity and 
proportion as red by nature in the grain. 


If your does not k it, 
oon, ua a name and ane enter 
—we will see that you arcsupplied. 

The genuine made only by the 


Franklin Mills Co., Lockport, N.Y. 
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Stephen F. Whitman 
: & Son, “¢ 
S Sole Mfrs. Philadelphia. & 








Church Furnishings 








ANO OIL LANTERNS 
HAVE NO EQUAL VIEWS OF ALL 
SUBJECTS. LOWEST PRICES. 
QEND FOR CATALOGUE 
L.MANASSE 


88 MADISON *' CHICAGO |! 


STAMPED STEEL CEILINGS 


Most Durable and Decorative 


Suitable for all buildings. Numerous designs. 


H. S. NORTHROP, 35 cheery Boe od ven. 
| THE GREAT CHURCH 


For electric, a gi. Send LIGH I 


dimensions. ht and 
estimate free. 1. P. Frink, 5st Pearl St., New York. 











‘Buckeye Bell Foundry 
Boor end rie, GnUrch Bells & Chimes, 
Dells. “Founders of Largest Bell in America 














IN TRIBULATION 


Or, THE BLESSING OF TRIALS 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


A ' pygenne of comfort are needed by every one.},The proffered words of 

comfort in this book are written out of experience in trials, and 
in their blessing, and they show what we can gain through trials as in no 
The book abounds in hopeful views of life, and in courage- 
inspiring revealings of the ‘‘ bright side."’ 


other way. 


From The Independent. 


A blessing is in this little book, we are sure, 
for all that mourn. The God of all comfort 
must have beerl near the author when he 
wrote it. 


From The Lutheran Observer. 


It is rich in messages from the God of all 
comfort to those who are in any wise afflicted. 


Bound in fine cloth. 


12mo, 160 pages. Price, 75 cents. 


_ JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 103i Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


i a. 
i 


From Christian Work. 


Its pages are full of good cheer and st 
ening, and the tired and afflicted, under what- 
ever form their sorrow may come, will find 
much here toturn their thoughts into channels 
which will enable them to bear more patiently 
their trials, and reap from them blessings 
instead. The little volume will, no doubt,* 
prove a blessing to many. 


h-* 
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OURCTEREOPTICONSE 


deal with whatever above, beneath, and in 
the waters, modify or are modified by the 
great ocean world. Moisture in all its 
forms, the great sea arteries or currents, 
the wind and’ wave, the ships and com- 
merce, the varieties of life, from the sea 
bottom to the surface, and the birds of the 
air whose home is on or near the waters, 
are here described in short chapters and 
in pithy and pictorial sentences, A glance 
is also given at the fossil life of ages ago, 
and at the lighthouses which attract the 
birds to delight and doom. It is good to 
find a book for the young folks at once so 
accurate, informing, and interesting. 

The boyhood of our great Admiral Da- 
vid G. Farragut may well fascinate young 
readers, Fortunately James Barnes is not 
only a well-informed student of naval 
affairs, but has also the gift of a rich 
imagination, which he _ keeps within 
bounds, adhering closely to facts. He 
tells the early life of Midshipman Farra- 
gut in the form of a story. Carleton T. 
Chapman and other artists have hand- 
somely illustrated this well-printed book. 

Although the books relating to the Brit- 
ish navy would fill miles of shelving, The 
British Fleet, by Charles N. Robinson, is 
the only single volume which gives a gen- 
eral view of the origin, character, func- 
tions, organization, and administration of 
the British sea service. It tells about 
the life of ships and sailors, how they 
grow and are grown, how the boilers, the 
| furnaces, the cannon, and the men are 
fed. It would be hard to suggest any- 
thing in the history or experience of 
| Jack and his floating home which is not 
| here described. The evolution of the 
man-of-war from the oared galley to the 
steel battle-ship of to-day, is finely told. 
The sentimental side is not forgotten, 
The amusements, customs, superstitions, 
and noble traits of the sailor are well set 
forth, Whoever reads this book will 
surely be deeply interested in the British 
sailor, whose traditions, despite wars, our 
naval men have largely inherited. 

One phase of naval adventure which 
lies between legitimate commerce and 
freebooting, between passive obedience 
and war, is blockade-running. There are 
great risks, much exhilaration, room for 
enterprise, great profit if successful, very 
little personal danger or convenience in 
case of failure, while the moral or im- 
moral nature of the affair is not yet well 
settled in law. As matter of history and 
fact, and without explaining the explana- 
tion, Americans can throw few stones at 
Englishmen. A first-rate personal narra- 
tive of this kind of work-is gwen by T. E. 
Taylor, in Running the Blockade, with his 
adventures, risks, and escapes in going to 
and from Nassau and Wilmington, North 
Carolina, during the American Civil War. 
It is a fine counterpart, for the historical 
student or for the general reader, to those 
narratives of our naval officers who have 
told of their ownskill in capturing the swift 
blockade-runners. The narrative is not 
without its amusing features. A cause of 
capture, in some cases, was nothing more 
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and- West Indies and the Hudson's Bay, 
the wonders of Canada, and ‘the ocean 
graveyard *’ near Sable Island. As won- 
derful as the stories of war are these fasci- 
nating and informing chapters. 

The Medal of Honor Men is a lively 
story of the Civil War, which engagingly 
tells the story of blockade duty, and is full 
of moving incident on deck and of valor 
in action. 


> 


| The Story of the Mine: As \Wustrated by the 
Great Comstock Lode of Nevada. By 
Charles Howard Shinn. (12mo, illustrated, 
pp. xiii, 272. New York: D. Appleton & 
Co. $1.50.) 

| Some years ago a very useful, and pre- 
| viously needed, volume was proffered 
|to the public in Homer Greene's in- 
| teresting and trustworthy account of Coal 
and the Coal Mines.(Houghtor, Mifflin, 
& Co.). Similar in plan and illustration, 
but chiefly devoted to gold-mining, is 
Charles H. Shinn’s new book named 
i above, which, as a readable and convenient 
—— ———— —=|summary, will be serviceable in pub- 


than the irrepressible rooster on board, lic libraries, though in literary style, pro- 





BRILLIANT, LABOR SAVHEC. 
Try it on your Cycle Chain, 
J.L. PRESCOTT & CO., New York, 
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portion, and weight of evident authorita- | 


tiveness, it is unfortunately inferior to Mr. 
Greene’ s work. 
Yo 
Literary Notes and News 


Photographs As aids in teaching the 
IMustrating the Inter- International Sunday- 


mational Lessons §=-chool Lessons, the 
Rev. Dr. F. N. Pelowbet has seiected 
with care photographic reproductions of 
paintings and frescoes representing per- 
sons, places, and events im early church 
history. Issued by W. A. Wilde & Co., 
25 Bromfield Street, Boston, at a dollar 
and a balf per dozen, these unmounted 
photographs, four by five inches in size, 
may be put to various uses im class or 
school, and may be of special service in 
quarterly reviews and pre-views. These 
representations of pictures have been ar- 
ranged to suit the lessons, and they in- 
clude such works as Giotto’s «‘ Pentecost,’’ 
Fra Angelico’s Vatican pictures of St. 
Stephen, and Raphael's ‘ Peter and John 
at the Beautiful Gate.’’ 








which sometimes would. crow just at the 
wrong time for the pro-Confederates, and in | 
the nick of time for the Federal gunners. 
There are spirited illustrations by R. T. 
Pritchett. 

Some writers seem determined to make 
Columbus ‘‘ take a back seat,’’ while they 
bring the Norseman forward. In Ed- 
mond Neukomm’s book, The Rulers of 
the Sea, Columbus is made debtor through 
sailors at Dieppe, who have been in Vin- 
land and Brazil. Among these is a Span- 
ijard, Vincent Pinceon, who gives Columbus 
the information which enabled him to 
*«discover’’ America. Mr. Neukomm 
professes to get most of his information 
about Greenland and Vinland from the 
Norse Sagas. Mixing romance and fact, 
he tells a captivating story of the dragon- 
prowed ships and their hardy crews, fair 
women, and brave men. This book 
touches upon every place of Norse interest 
in America, and thus makes accessible in 
a popular form what has heretofore been 
chiefly the possession of scholars. 

The voluminous Henty, who every year 
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° Rakh S dl Most Ornamental Window or Plant Known, and a Delicious Fruit. 
transmutes travelers’ and historians’ books _ Treated tke & Tomato it grows and fruits free! Curing ummner summer, or in pots both summm<r and 
i 1 , , nter. bears contin numerous or muc reta 
into stories for boy s, devotes one volume, ences, . Yar peey - hwo thon go beget wnroe aa hey Sentetreiass omy 

: 7; the a7 pergent a ee pawl oat bemmt t. Antumn frosts Hy a 
under the title of With Cochrane the Daunt- — a In each “ Lantern” a ts barve, of size oe 





eating raw, or for cooking 
rich a Wrilliant colors for years and make most 


less, to Lord Cochrane, who, having been | 
dismissed from the naval service of Great | 


stock we 


abundantly all the time in any soil bs  — % aS 
offer fer earl A, x 


Britai t th ; f Chili, P | 86S ots. each; 4 5O ote. O for 
ritain, enters the service o ili, Peru, | 
60°. Con peTten All the following, a complete Novelty 
and Brazil. in his staff is Stephen’iim- | A Great 60°... _ tid trans pn une Longere Stoce. 1 Ene 
oiien ta 3 Fancy Ore ma, 1 Whamrock Oxalle, 6 packets Wlowor 
belton, a dashing but discreet young | ko Gallina Vatkncsne onl Ease Jequmess a ae ‘ond THE 
hero, who has many exciting adventures. | ™A& ro -<epedieag: ™= a 


Henty’s books are always clean and pure, 


| 





and are written to teach manly virtues 
and to feed patriotism. 

Kirk Munroe’s stories are waited for 
week by week with keen interest by the 
young folks. Rick Dale, in the waters 
of Puget Sound, has many wonderful ad- 
ventures and escapes. Somehow the book | 
reminds one of Mount Desert Island, | 
where mountain and sea-air possibilities | 
and views blend together. 

Only the very gray heads can remember 
that famous expedition sent out by the | 
United States government in 1838-42, 
under Commodore Wilkes, to explore the | 
Antarctic seas, and to circumnavigate the | 
globe. In his book, Twenty Years Before | 
the Mast, Charles Erskine tells of this | 
wonderful voyage, and of his world- wide | 
adventures. The book is well spiced with | 
sailors’ songs and lively bits of adventure, 
and the author's style is frank, simple, en- 
gaging. It is a capital sea-book for boys. 

The Romance of Commerce tells of 
South Sea bubbles, Dutch tlip manias, | 


the great trading companies in the East | 


Address jonn Lewis Sitoe. Fioral Park, N. Y. 
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HERE is no getting away 





\EYMER-BAUMAN 

pete a from the fact that Pure 
amet PEON White Lead (see list of brands 
pve which are genuine) and Pure Lin- 
nea }xeexon. | seed Oil make the best paint. 
ie Properly applied, it will not 
wT tome | Chip, chalk or scale off, but will 
——. outwear any of the mixtures 
—a “““ | offered as substitutes. It is, there- 
sour tewessmne | fore, by far the most economical. 
= St FREE Spe ee 
SWORE Tia pay mylen combos of ches hrwased spon appanage thew 


National Lead ©o., 1 Broadway, New York. 








Leading dealers 
everywhere sell 


FERRY’S SEEDS 


*t risk the loss of time, taber, ground 
Ree reat te te miper owe qual- 
arolnblo ade. YemAY's Stet 
are e 4,.dao 
aap substitute. Seed Annus Free. 


D. M. FERRY & CO., 
Detroit, Mich. 















“Incomparable” collection of sweet peas, 17 types, 
not mixed, 75.cents. Plant now. Dwarf early Cosmos, 
“Dawn,” 25 cents. Rare. “ Vesuvius’ Nasturtium, 
brilliant fiery rose, 25 cents. Catalogue free. 

HENRY A. DREER, Philadelphia 
S F F D best seeds that grow 
FREE to any address, 


W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Philadelphia. 


Complete catalog of 
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“Reliable inc. & Srocder do. Quiney, # 7m 


oe own, | 
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Blescle 
$75 ‘Maywood on Rarth “ §82.00 
Fully Guaranteed, Shi rengeat Mayen oe C.O.D. with privi- 
lege to examine. No money in advance. Buy direct from 
manufacturers, ore nts and dealers profits. Large 
eine — catalogue free. Address (in full), 

Buyers "Union, 162 W. VanBurenSt. mabe 


Can You Mend It? 


A three-cornered tear in a breadth of silk without 

* its showing? Any one can do it with Univ 
Mending Tisswe. A new invention for skilful 
mending, without sewing. Mends anything from 
a kid glove to an umbrella. Permanent, invisible, 
waterproof. Saves labor. Price, per package, 
25 cents by mail. Liberal pay to agents. 


F. A. Chamberlin & Co., Unionville, Conn. 
O’NE i L ye 
6th Avenue, 20th to 2 


Largest importers and AK J in Pad Dry Conds aifncy, 
| etc., im the United States. Send f or samples and prices. 



























Light on the 
Story of Jonah 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


The story of Jonah, or anything 
tending toward an explanation of it, 
has a claim upon the attention of 
every Bible-reader. 

Dr. Trumbull treats the subject 
in the light of recent Assyriological 
research, and brings to bear upon 
it many interesting and instructive 
facts worthy of the cgnsideration of 
all readers of the Bible. 


“ This scholarly argument, written so 
lucidly and reverenily, will show to thou- 
sands of Bible students new power and 
beauty and significance in one of the most 
marvelous bjts of history recorded in the 
Old Testament." — Zhe Golden Rule. 


i9 pages (554 X7% inches), with 
illustrations. Price, 20 cents. For 
sale by booksellers, or mailed, post- 
paid, by the publishers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 
1031 Watnut St. Pt‘ladelphia. 
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~MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUN 
~~. SHINES.” 
Olean your house betimes, and do it with 


SAPOLIO. 


If you would use Sapolio every week in the year 
the dirt in a house would be kept down and when 
house-cleaning time came it would be a pleasant 
task instead of the dreadful time it usually is. No34, 
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Unequalled, Unapproached, 
STANDARD OF THE WORLD. 


POPE MFG. CO., Hartford, Conn. 


Catalogue free from dealers or by mai! 
for one 2-cent stamp. 








AMERICAN FIRE | 
Insurance Company. 


: Office, Company’s Building, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Phiiadelphia. 


: 





GASH CAPITAL ooo. cecceccssccccccsecsssseons $300,000.00 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all 
, OTN] CIALIS, ....0..06 cco. coescerenenoens 1,560,056.56 
Surplus over all Liabilities,.............. 465,734.40 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1897. 
$2,525,790.96. 


THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P,. PEROT, lice-President, 
RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and 7reas. 
WM, F. WILLIAMS, Asst. Sec. 
WM. B. KELLY, Gend. Agt. 


DIRECTORS: 
Thos. H. Montgomery, 
forsei orris, os. E. Gillingham, 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, *harles S. Whelen, 
Alexander Biddle, Edward F. Beale, 
John S. Gerhard. 


19% 1N GOLD NET to investors on five-year first 
= m on improved farms in Red River 
2 Valley, North Dakota. 14 years in business. 

Write me. J. H. McCuLtoucGn, Milton, N. Dak. 
OWA farms for 2ale, $t per acre cash, balance \y 
I crop until paid. Jj. Moana: Waukegan, Ill. 


Charles P. Perot, 























YMake money print- 
t ing for others. Our 
$:5 press prints a 
ors gosy,oriaied 
] 
rules. Send stamp 
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85 Press and) KELSEY & CO. 
Save money-'Meriden, - Conn. 


ies, to the 








“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES - 


You Can’t Go Amiss 
-_ifyou get a package like this 
It contains the genuine 


OLNs Powder 


It cleans everything and cleans it 
Quickly and Cheaply. ror economy vay ar. pcxage 


THE N. K. FAIRBANK COMPANY, 
8t. Louis, New York, Boston, 


H. W. JOHNS’ ASBESTOS: 
‘a a a LIQUID PAINTS 


THE STANDARD PAINT FOR STRUCTURAL PURPOSES 
Pamphlet, “‘ Suggestions for Exterior Decoration,”” sample card, and descriptive price-list, free by mail. 
Asbestos Roofing, Building Felt, Steam Packing, Boiler Coverings, Fire-Proof Paints, etc. Asbestos 
Non-Conducting and Electrical Insulating Materials. 


H. W. JOHNS MANUFACTURING CO. .- 
«+87 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK... 
CHICAGO; 240 & 242 Randolph St. PHILADELPHIA: 170 & 172 North 4th St. BOSTON: 77 & 79 Pearl St. 








Chicago, Philadelphia. 











ears 


Soap is matchless for 
the complexion, and 
for all toilet purposes 
it is unequalled in 
economical, harmless 
cleansing power. 
Once tried, always 


used by people of 
taste everywhere. 


Economical — wears to 
the thinness of a wafer. 
Avoid substitutes. 

Pears’ (the origina) Shaving Stick 
is unrivalled. 
Sold everywhere— Used everywhere. 








Boston Linen , Bunker Hill 





Boston Bond 
* Our assorted styles box, 50 cents, 
Writing ostpaid. Our customers are de- 
P ighted. Samurt Warp CoMPANyY, 
aper 49 Franklin Street, Boston. 








’ MAKE NO 


“sj Standard Dictionary is invited, 





tative, new dictionary in existence. 


ig ' f| ENTIRELY NEW 

| | ies FROM COVER TO COVER 

pA ten je 

Been 
a0 


2 


the market. 


England... . 





leges, as well as al 


The Sunday School Times says: 

« Continued use since its issue has shown the work to be weighty, 
AA thorough, rich, accurate, authoritative, and convenient. The collabora- 
tive method reaches high-water mark, and produces bold, original, inde- 
pendent, and scholarly results. It is an honest and thorough piece of 
AA work.,”’ 


‘4M Grand Popular Offer 
wm, Lhe Complete Work for 


gist, says: 





$12 


Fe 


Fe 








Acomplete, up-to-date, authoritative dictionary of the English language 
is a necessity in every home, every school, and every Office. 
portant a purchase should be made with great care, now more than ever, 
AN ’ as gross deceptions are being used in the selling of ‘certain dictionaries. fj 
rN M ! STA K F . Fortunately the best, as well as the latest, dictionary ever published, is ay 
\ now offered to the public on terms that make it possible for every person, gf; 
a 6s to.-:séprocureit at once, See Grand Popular Offer below, , The closest scrutiny of every claim made for the 





The New Funk & Wagnalls 
Standard = 
Dictionary: ‘ 


Is incomparably the greates?, as it is positively the latest, most complete, and most authori- 
It is everywhere ¢he standard. 


It should be the pride of Literary America."’ 
come from all the rr Am,....an and British newspapers, reviews, universities and col- one, 
classes of intelligent men and women everywhere. 


The Standard Dictionary 
continent which has qeeducel it. 
tain to supersede all other existing dictionaries of the English language.’ 

The Congregationalist, Boston, says: "Y 

“It is positively a splendid piece of work, and an honor to our country.” 


© Ward & Gow, Lincoln Building, Union Square,N.Y. g 


So im- ‘7 


It is not a reprint, rehash, or revision of any 

other work, but is the result of the steady labor yy 
for five years of over twelve score of the most 
eminent and authoritative scholars and special- 
ists in the world. Nearly too of the leading uni- 
versities, colleges, and scientific institutions of the world were represented on the editorial 
staff. 20 United States Government experts were also on the/editorial staff. Over $960,000 b 
were actually expended in its production before a single/complete copy was ready for 
Never was any dictionary welcomed with such great enthusiasm the world YY 
over. As the St. James Budget, London, declares : 


“It is the admiration of Literary 
The highest praise has 


Such Emphatic Endorsements as These : xy 
Prof. Sayce, of Oxford University, England, the Eminent Philolo- 


is truly magnificent, and worthy of the great 
It is more than complete... . / is cer- as 


By virtue of*the unprecedented purchase, ina Qj 
single order of one hundred thousand (100,000) O% 
copies of this acknowledged masterwork of the 
century, we are now enabled to offer it to the 
public at far less than the publishers prices / Thousands of persons, who heretofore have not felt able to purchase ¢@; 
=; —s it, will eagerly welcome this opportunity to secure at reduced price ‘‘ Zhe Greatest Achievement of Modern. Times."’ 


A) The regular subscription price of the Standard Dictionary, bound in full leather, is $18.00. We will now supply 
the complete work in one rich, massive volume, elegantly bound in Fxd/ Sheep, sent, carriage prepaid, to any address, 
for the surprisingly low price of $12. Patent Thumb Index, 75 cents extra. Order from your bookseller, or from YY 





The Sanday School Times intends to admit only advertisew-nts that are trustworthy. 





the publishers will refund to subscribers any money that they lose thereby. 


Should, however, an advertisement of a party not having good commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, 





























